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 1              P R O C E E D I N G S 

 2          (Hearing commenced at 7:00 p.m.) 

 3 

 4           HEARING OFFICER:  If I can have 

 5  your attention.  If you will take a seat, we 

 6  will go ahead and get the proceedings under 

 7  way. 

 8   I would like to welcome all of you to 

 9  this evening's comment session on the Revised 

10  Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 

11  Missouri River Master Manual. 

12   My name is Colonel David Fastabend, I'm 

13  the Commander of the Northwestern Division of 

14  the Corps of Engineers.  I have oversight of 

15  five engineer districts and two river basins, 

16  the Columbia River Basin and the Missouri 

17  River Basin, and I'm glad to be here tonight. 

18   I've got a team that helps me, they do 

19  this project, I try to keep up with them.  I 

20  would like to point them out to you. 

21   Rose Hargrave.  Can you raise your hand? 

22  She's back by the door. 

23   Roy McAllister in the right rear of the 

24  room.  Jody Farhat in the left rear of the 
25  room.  Paul Johnson is right up here in the 
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 1  front.  We have Mr. Rick Moore off to the side 

 2  and he will be here helping me control the 

 3  proceedings tonight.  Patti Lee.  There's 

 4  Patti off to the side.  Mr. Doug Latka and 

 5  Larry Cieslik. 

 6   That's the Missouri River Master Manual 

 7  team. 

 8   I also have the District Engineer for 

 9  Kansas City district, Colonel Don Curtis, he's 

10  here tonight, also. 

11   Let me tell you the important part of my 

12  message right up front.  The Corps of 

13  Engineers has a mission to conduct a fair and 

14  equitable process in accordance with the 

15  National Environmental Policy Act.  And we are 

16  fully committed to getting maximum public 

17  participation in that process. 

18   The Army and the Corps and the nation 

19  have dealt with many, many contentious issues 

20  in our history, and we are totally convinced 

21  that if you have a contentious issue of the 

22  nature of the issue we're dealing with with 

23  respect to the Missouri River, that you can 

24  develop a process that maximizes the input of 
25  the parties concerned ultimately you're going 
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 1  to be better off.  You may experience a little 

 2  bit of pain in getting there, but ultimately 

 3  you will be better off and have a better 

 4  chance of developing a product, developing a 

 5  conclusion that best achieves success. 

 6       There's a lot of passion about the 

 7  Missouri River.  I will tell you the Corps of 

 8  Engineers is passionate about the Missouri 

 9  River.  We've invested a lot of our reputation 

10  as an institution in the Missouri.  We want to 

11  see all the communities along the river 

12  succeed.  We want to see the river succeed. 

13  We're committed to that. 

14       We are responsible to discharge multiple 

15  purposes for the river, we're looking for 

16  solutions that will do that while recognizing 

17  and adhering to all laws and statutes that we 

18  have to adhere to.  That's what we're about 

19  tonight. 

20       We're going to start out with a video, 

21  and then after the video, I will give you some 

22  more formal comments as we open up this 

23  process. 

24 
25               (Off the record.) 
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 1    (Video started at 7:10 p.m., and 

 2    concluded at 7:40 p.m.) 

 3 

 4    (Back on the record.) 

 5 

 6    HEARING OFFICER:  The hearing 

 7  session will now come to order. 

 8   Our purpose this evening is to conduct a 

 9  public hearing on proposed changes to the 

10  guidelines for the Missouri mainstem system 

11  operations. 

12   Before I proceed, I have some elected 

13  officials or representatives here who I would 

14  like to acknowledge.  I won't try to 

15  acknowledge all of the many elected officials 

16  that are here, but I do want to note some. 

17   In particular, we have Mr. Matt Roney who 

18  is representing Senator Kit Bond. 

19   We have Mr. Terry Ecker who is 

20  representing Congressman Sam Graves. 

21   Mr. Lowell Mohler who is representing 

22  Governor Holden. 

23   Mr. David Pope who is representing 

24  Governor Graves. 
25   And we also have here tonight Mr. Stobbs, 
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 1  who is our Mayor here in St. Joseph. 

 2       The hearing is being recorded to night by 

 3  Thomas Roberts of Roberts and Associates. 

 4  He'll be taking verbatim testimony that will 

 5  be the basis for the official transcript and 

 6  record of this hearing.  This transcript with 

 7  all written statements and other data will be 

 8  made a part of the administrative record for 

 9  action.  Persons who are interested in 

10  obtaining a copy of the transcript for this 

11  session or any other session can do so. 

12  Persons interested in receiving a copy need to 

13  indicate this on one of the cards available at 

14  the table by the entrance. 

15       Also, if you are not on our mailing list 

16  and desire to be so, please indicate this in 

17  the card. 

18       Now, in order to conduct an orderly 

19  hearing tonight, it is essential that I have a 

20  card from everyone desiring to speak.  Give 

21  your name on that card and who you represent. 

22  If you desire to make a statement and have not 

23  filled out a card, if you would raise your 

24  hands right now, we'll make sure we can 
25  furnish a card to you. 
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 1   The primary -- we have a hand up front. 

 2   The primary purpose of tonight's session 

 3  is help ensure that we have all the essential 

 4  information that we will need to make our 

 5  decision on establishing the guidelines for 

 6  the future operations of the mainstem system 

 7  and that this information is accurate.  This 

 8  is your opportunity to provide us with some of 

 9  that information. 

10   We view this as a very important 

11  opportunity for you to have an influence on 

12  the decision, therefore, we are all very glad 

13  you're here tonight. 

14   I want you to remember that tonight's 

15  forum is to discuss the proposed changes in 

16  the operation of the Missouri River mainstem 

17  system as analyzed recently in the Revised 

18  Draft of the Environmental Impact Statement. 

19  We should concentrate our efforts this evening 

20  on issues specific to that question and should 

21  refrain from discussing other general issues. 

22   It is my intention to give all interested 

23  parties an opportunity to express their views 

24  on the proposed changes freely, fully and 
25  publicly.  It is in the spirit of seeking a 

COVERING MISSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS  1-800-633-8289 



   10 

ROBERTS & ASSOCIATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR 

 1  full disclosure and providing an opportunity 

 2  for you to be heard regarding the future 

 3  decision that we have called this hearing. 

 4  Anyone wishing to make a statement will be 

 5  given the opportunity to do so. 

 6   The Missouri River mainstem system 

 7  consists of Corps of Engineers constructed and 

 8  operate projects, so that officially this 

 9  makes the Corps a project proponent. 

10   However, it is our intention that the 

11  final decision on the future operational 

12  guidelines for these projects should reflect a 

13  plan that considers the views of all 

14  interests, focuses on the contemporary and 

15  future needs of the mainstem system and meets 

16  the requirements established by Congress. 

17   As Hearing Officer, my role and 

18  responsibility is to conduct this hearing in 

19  such a manner as to ensure a full disclosure 

20  of all relevant facts bearing on the 

21  information that we currently have before us. 

22  If the information is inaccurate or 

23  incomplete, we need to know that, and you can 

24  help us make this determination. 
25   Ultimately, the final selection of a plan 
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 1  that provides the framework for the future 

 2  operation of the mainstem system will be based 

 3  on the benefits that may be expected to accrue 

 4  from the proposed plan as well as the probable 

 5  negative impacts, including cumulative 

 6  impacts.  This includes significant social, 

 7  economic and environmental factors. 

 8       Should you desire to submit a written 

 9  statement and do not have it prepared, you may 

10  send it at a later time to the United States 

11  Army Corps of Engineers, Northwestern 

12  Division, headquarters in Omaha, Nebraska. 

13  And we have address cards here in the back of 

14  the room that will give you the information 

15  you need to send that or fax it or e-mail it. 

16       The official record for this hearing will 

17  be open until 28 February 2002.  To be 

18  properly considered, any written statement you 

19  submit must be postmarked by that date. 

20       Before I begin taking testimony, I would 

21  like to say a few words about the order and 

22  procedure that will be followed.  When we call 

23  your name, please come forward to the lectern 

24  state your name and address and specify 
25  whether or not you are representing a group, 
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 1  an agency, an organization, or if you are 

 2  speaking as an individual. 

 3   You will be given five minutes to 

 4  complete your testimony.  If you're going to 

 5  read a statement, we would appreciate it if a 

 6  copy would be provided to the court reporter 

 7  prior to speaking so that he will not have to 

 8  take your remarks down verbatim. 

 9   After all the statements have been made, 

10  time will be allowed for any additional 

11  remarks. 

12   During the session, I may ask questions 

13  to clarify points for my own satisfaction. 

14   Since the purpose of this public hearing 

15  is to gather information which will be used in 

16  evaluating the proposed plan or alternatives 

17  to the proposed plan, and since open debate 

18  between members of the audience would be 

19  counter-productive to this purpose, I must 

20  insist that all comments be directed to me, 

21  the Hearing Officer.  With the exception of 

22  public officials or their representatives who 

23  will speak first, speakers will be given an 

24  equal opportunity to comment. 
25   Please remember most speakers will be 
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 1  limited to five minutes.  And we'll be using a 

 2  lighted timer.  When the yellow light comes 

 3  on, it means you have two minutes of time 

 4  remaining.  When the red light comes on, your 

 5  five minutes are up.  No portion of unused 

 6  time allotted to each speaker may be 

 7  transferred to any other presenter.  The 

 8  purpose of the hearing is to permit members of 

 9  the public an equal opportunity to concisely 

10  present their views, information or evidence. 

11       At this time I will begin calling the 

12  names of those who have submitted cards 

13  beginning with the elected officials. 

14       And let's first have the representative 

15  from Senator Bond's office, Mr. Matt Roney. 

16 

17          (Whereupon Mr. Matt Roney read his 

18          prepared statement, which is attached 

19          to the transcript.) 

20 

21               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

22  Roney. 

23       On the topic of request for extension of 

24  the process, I would just like to explain to 
25  the public we've had multiple requests that 
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 1  the comment period be extended.  Our response 

 2  has been consistent, and I just recently 

 3  signed the response so I suspect Senator Bond 

 4  has not had a chance to receive it yet. 

 5       But basically, what we are assessing is 

 6  the period required by law for comment on 

 7  these issues is 45 days.  We have a 180-day 

 8  comment period because the issue is more 

 9  complex.  We are trying to maintain our 

10  schedule to advance this process and we intend 

11  to maintain the schedule, however, we are 

12  leaving open the option of additional hearings 

13  at the close of the period at which we 

14  currently have hearings. 

15       So there's a possibility that we'll 

16  entertain additional requests for hearings in 

17  the December, January time frame, still 

18  working towards our 28 February 02 time to 

19  close out the comment period. 

20       We recognize we will probably have some 

21  additional hearings and additional 

22  opportunities to comment. 

23 

24               MR. MOORE:  Amy Jordan Wooden. 
25               MS. WOODEN:  My name's Amy Jordan 
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 1  Wooden, I'm here representing US Senator Jean 

 2  Carnahan.  I don't have a prepared statement 

 3  tonight, but I thought it was important to go 

 4  on the record as having been present at this 

 5  very important hearing.  Senator Carnahan will 

 6  be submitting detailed testimony at the 

 7  hearing in Jefferson City, I believe next week 

 8  is when that will be held. 

 9       Again, though, I did think it was 

10  important to go on record tonight, though, 

11  saying that Senator Carnahan obviously 

12  understands this has been a very long, a very 

13  important and contentious debate, one that her 

14  late husband, Mel Carnahan, fought very hard 

15  for while he served as governor of the State 

16  of Missouri. 

17       Senator Carnahan continues that fight in 

18  the US Senate, will continue to work with 

19  Senator Bond on this issue and with our 

20  colleagues in the House to make sure that 

21  Missouri's families are protected from flood 

22  waters, to make sure that Missouri's farm 

23  families are not denied any option and that we 

24  can continue to come up with a reasonable 
25  solution that Missourians can live with. 
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 1       Thank you. 

 2 

 3    HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Miss 

 4  Wooden. 

 5    MR. MOORE:  Terry Ecker. 

 6    MR. ECKER:  Terry Ecker, I'm a 

 7  field representative for Senator Sam Graves 

 8  here to provide testimony on his behalf. 

 9 

10   (Whereupon Mr. Ecker read a prepared 

11         statement, which is attached to the 

12         transcript.) 

13 

14    HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

15  Ecker. 

16    MR. MOORE:  Lowell Mohler. 

17    MR. MOHLER:  I'm Lowell Mohler, I 

18  serve as Director of Agriculture for the State 

19  of Missouri. 

20 

21   (Whereupon Mr. Mohler read a prepared 

22   statement, which is attached to the 

23   transcript.) 

24 
25    HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 
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 1  Mohler. 

 2   MR. MOORE:  David Pope. 

 3   MR. POPE:  Good evening, Colonel 

 4  Fastabend and others here this evening, I 

 5  appreciate the opportunity to provide comments 

 6  this evening on the Revised Draft 

 7  Environmental Impact Statement for the 

 8  Missouri River Master Manual review. 

 9 

10          (Whereupon Mr. Pope read a prepared 

11         statement, which is attached to the 

12         transcript.) 

13 

14   HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

15  Pope. 

16   MR. MOORE:  Larry Stobbs. 

17   MR. STOBBS:  Good evening, my 

18  name's Larry Stobbs, I'm the Mayor of the City 

19  of St. Joseph, Missouri, the city that has 

20  been along the Missouri River for 158 years. 

21  I saw your facts and figures and I've listened 

22  to some of these folks here that have a great 

23  staff of experts that can analyze that and 

24  give you better answers than I can, so I think 
25  just from a north Missourian what I'm going to 
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 1  propose is what we probably would not like to 

 2  see in your plan rather than get into specific 

 3  numbers, and we'll let those with a little 

 4  higher knowledge of this get to that. 

 5   We are opposed to the higher reservoir 

 6  levels in the upper basin because this would 

 7  be a detriment to the water that's committed 

 8  to the lower basin for several uses. 

 9   The navigation -- our drinking water, of 

10  course, we changed about a year ago, we use 

11  well water now instead of Missouri River 

12  water.  In the last few years we've lost water 

13  twice, once because we didn't have enough 

14  because the river was too low and once because 

15  we didn't have any water because the river was 

16  too high.  In fact, it was about halfway up 

17  our water plate. 

18   We're familiar with those cities in 

19  Missouri and in Kansas and the other states 

20  that do use the Missouri River water, and I'll 

21  tell you, if you've ever been without water 

22  and you have to rely on the National Guard to 

23  truck it in in trucks, in big tanks, you 

24  appreciate the river more every day. 
25   We're oppose to the rising spring -- the 
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 1  spring rise that could result in flooding and 

 2  inland drainage problems. 

 3       I remember just before I became mayor and 

 4  shortly after I did, I got to talk to the 

 5  Corps of Engineers about their first plan, and 

 6  now this is the second time, but we're kind of 

 7  the head waters of Lake Missouri.  And if you 

 8  look from the air, you saw a rather large lake 

 9  that ran from St. Joseph to St. Louis and 

10  spread out over several miles.  And so we know 

11  what flooding is about.  It inundated a bunch 

12  of our farmlands, but it also was very 

13  damaging to business and industry that are 

14  along the river that have been here for many, 

15  many years. 

16       This is something that we -- I guess I 

17  was trying to think of the best way to say it 

18  and, Colonel, I guess if you can get God on 

19  your team, then you'll be able to figure out 

20  what to let in and out, but unfortunately you 

21  don't have that and that's what happened to us 

22  in 1993.  He had different flood plans than 

23  you did and he forgot to tell you about them 

24  and he injected that after you let your water 
25  out and we got the results of it.  So we're 
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 1  very opposed to something that maybe in a 

 2  hundred years it may not happen, but you only 

 3  have to live through one of those and you 

 4  don't want it to happen even in once in a 

 5  hundred years. 

 6       We're strongly opposed to the reduction 

 7  of the summer flows because of navigation in 

 8  particular.  After 158 years, it's sad for me 

 9  to say, but St. Joseph is here because of the 

10  river, but we never took advantage of it. 

11       Now we're building a river port in St. 

12  Joseph finally and I'm very proud of that. 

13  And now we don't want to jeopardize our 

14  ability to transport farm products and 

15  manufacturing raw materials and finished 

16  products from northwest Missouri down and up, 

17  both, the Missouri River, and this could 

18  certainly jeopardize something we've worked 

19  very hard to obtain after all these years and 

20  have that jeopardized. 

21       I'm not so much worried about a railroad 

22  monopoly or a truck monopoly, but certainly 

23  both of those are taking place, and in all the 

24  figures that I've seen both of these are more 
25  costly than barge traffic. 
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 1       As we look at pollution, that has to do 

 2  with our environment just like the three 

 3  species that you're talking about in your 

 4  study.  You talk about fuel consumption, and 

 5  that has to do with our foreign reliance on 

 6  those things, and then the fuel policy. 

 7  There's a lot of things that enter into this 

 8  that now the river is more important I think 

 9  today than it's been in the last 200 years to 

10  this nation, and particularly the northwest 

11  Missouri. 

12       We believe that you should manage the 

13  river to take care of the species and habitat, 

14  but in a sensible manner that does not 

15  jeopardize the lives and the livelihoods of 

16  the citizens that live along this river and 

17  rely on it, because if you look at the country 

18  and the world, we're in the feed belt of the 

19  world here.  Corn, beans, those things that 

20  the rest of world relies on eating and 

21  preventing starvation, and our farmers are the 

22  ones that provide that. 

23       And I think that even though I believe in 

24  God's creatures and want to protect them, when 
25  it comes between me and a fish or a bird, I 
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 1  think I'm going to pick me first and I'll have 

 2  to do that for my constituents because we do 

 3  rate a little higher in the stack of things 

 4  that we have. 

 5       So I know that you have, and I'm going to 

 6  get the red light here in a minute which I 

 7  probably won't pay any attention to like the 

 8  rest of them did, but I'm not a senator, and 

 9  I'm famous for that. 

10       I think that I fully understand and I 

11  believe that eight years ago when I was before 

12  the court at that time, that I said the same 

13  thing.  In being a public official and a mayor 

14  of a community, and I only have 75,000 people 

15  and thank God I don't have the number and I 

16  don't know what your number is, but it's a lot 

17  more than that, but you have to try to come up 

18  with something.  And I know that your intent 

19  is honorable to balance that and it's going to 

20  be very difficult to do.  So I certainly 

21  wouldn't want your job, and I know that you 

22  are taking notes, you will put these things in 

23  perspective. 

24       So I guess we want to protect our 
25  navigation.  We want to protect our 
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 1  community's water resources.  And by not 

 2  flooding our farmers, they are part of St. 

 3  Joseph just like our citizens here are, and to 

 4  protect the environment where we can, but 

 5  place it so far in advance of everything else 

 6  that we lose what we've worked so many years 

 7  to develop. 

 8       When I first came here in 1961, I hadn't 

 9  paid much attention to the Missouri River.  I 

10  lived on a little river called the Grand that 

11  dumps in, and I thought that was God's River, 

12  I always did until I got here and I found out, 

13  no, the Corps of Engineers built that sucker 

14  and they're responsible for it.  And the more 

15  I found out about it as I've gone through 

16  issues over this last eight years as the 

17  mayor, I find it even more interesting that 

18  that truly is a man-made Corps thought 

19  process.  And I think you've done an excellent 

20  job in the years that you started that in the 

21  30s and all the way through.  So just don't 

22  give up what you started.  And don't throw the 

23  baby out with the bath water for special 

24  purposes of three species that everybody seems 
25  to talk about. 
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 1   And, unfortunately, I'm 64 years old and 

 2  I hate to say I've never seen one of the 

 3  three, so I don't know what effect it had on 

 4  me.  Maybe it did, I don't know, but I haven't 

 5  seen it. 

 6   And so do a good job, God be with you, 

 7  and I hope you come up with something before 

 8  you and I both get so old that we'll be in a 

 9  rocking chair at the Veteran's home that will 

10  be passed by everybody and everybody will be 

11  satisfied. 

12   Thank you. 

13           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, 

14  Mayor Stobbs. 

15           MR. MOORE:  Bill Bryan. 

16           MR. BRYAN:  Good evening, my name 

17  is Bill Bryan, I'm Deputy Chief counsel to 

18  Missouri Attorney General, Jay Nixon for 

19  public protection.  My address is PO Box 899, 

20  Jefferson City, Missouri, 65102. 

21   We will file written comments at a later 

22  date, this is just some preliminary 

23  information would we like a little better 

24  opportunity as Senator's Bond's representative 
25  mentioned and we sent a letter to you as well, 
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 1  Colonel, to have hearings at a later date to 

 2  have a better opportunity to review the 

 3  technical information so that we can make our 

 4  comments. 

 5       But tonight I want to thank you, but 

 6  first I want to think everyone who's here 

 7  because these meetings are -- this is 

 8  democracy in action.  It's a real opportunity 

 9  to affect this important process and we're 

10  really here to listen to you and see what you 

11  all have to say, make sure we're doing the 

12  right thing for Missouri. 

13       The alternatives that the Court has 

14  proposed arrived with uncertainty and risk, 

15  Colonel.  They compromise flood control in our 

16  water supply for the sake of recreation along 

17  way away from here.  They gamble our great 

18  river on the hope that their changes might 

19  help endangered species. 

20       In a few minutes my colleague, Tad 

21  Kardis, who's also with our office, is going 

22  to speak to you about how the alternatives 

23  affect power shortages and how they cut the 

24  public out of this important process.  But 
25  right now I want to talk to you little bit 
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 1  about flood control and out-of-basin 

 2  transfers, two important issues. 

 3       Why do we thirst for certainty on this 

 4  issue?  Well, Colonel, our water has ebb and 

 5  flow between two extremes, we either have too 

 6  much or not enough water in Missouri.  It's 

 7  difficult to decide which extreme concerns us 

 8  more, but every Missourian in this room knows 

 9  the dangers proposed by flooding.  And, 

10  unfortunately, the alternative to the current 

11  water control plan do not share every 

12  Missourian's appreciation for the big rivers 

13  destructive capacity.  Instead of providing 

14  appropriate flood protection, all of the 

15  alternatives to the current water control plan 

16  reduce flood control for Missourians.  The 

17  Corps' sudden departure from its historic 

18  mission is startling. 

19       We remember only a few years ago that we 

20  had been -- twice in the last decade, with the 

21  Corps itself, we survived two of the greatest 

22  floods on records.  We have not forgotten. 

23       Any change that might make the risk of 

24  flooding more likely or more severe would be 
25  tragic. 
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 1       In this way, in this spirit, we cannot 

 2  support any new flow regimen that sacrifices 

 3  flood control on the alternate walleye 

 4  fishing.  So I think that is exactly what 

 5  these alternatives to the current water 

 6  control plan do, provide higher lake levels 

 7  for improved non-native fishing and jet skiing 

 8  while reducing the reservoir system's capacity 

 9  to store flood waters.  That means more 

10  nervous nights and sandbagging for us and more 

11  walleye suppers upstream. 

12       But the Corps promises a spring rise only 

13  once every three years.  Unfortunately, to us 

14  all that means is that when mother nature 

15  doesn't supply a spring rise, the Corps will. 

16  Instead of a good spring planting season once 

17  in while, we'll get three wet years in a row. 

18       On the flip side, Colonel, not enough 

19  water.  Well, that also troubles us, though it 

20  is not yet as frightening to Missourians as 

21  flooding.  That's because it hasn't happened 

22  yet, it's only a nightmare.  If upstream 

23  interests have their way, we'll we faced with 

24  that reality sooner than anyone in this room 
25  thinks. 
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 1       Years ago North and South Dakota 

 2  interests pushed for a plan to divert water 

 3  from the Missouri River to supply their more 

 4  arid regions outside the Missouri River 

 5  basin.  Called the Garrison Diversion, this 

 6  ecologically and economically unsound 

 7  boondoggle still survives today like a bad 

 8  dream that won't go away.  Out-of-basin 

 9  transfer Missouri River water threatens 

10  Missouri's future. 

11       The Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000 

12  breathed new life into the Garrison Diversion 

13  by making the northwest area water supply 

14  project possible.  No longer just an 

15  apparition Colonel, the threat posed by 

16  out-of-basin transfer is now concrete 

17  literally.  That threat, that the water 

18  diverted from the Missouri River in North 

19  Dakota and transferred out of the basin never 

20  flows through Missouri.  It will never be 

21  there to meet the growing needs of St. Joseph 

22  or Lexington and it will never join the mighty 

23  Mississippi River that rushed past the arch in 

24  St. Louis. 
25       Some of us speculate that this pipe dream 
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 1  will never come to fruition.  Because of the 

 2  great expense associated with plumbing the 

 3  west, many have assumed that the Dakotas will 

 4  have to rely on federal funds appropriated by 

 5  Congress using Congress as a fire wall to this 

 6  kind of wasteful spending. 

 7       Some of the more optimistic folks have 

 8  not been too concerned by this threat.  Well, 

 9  what if North Dakota had $400 million to make 

10  the Garrison Diversion real?  Well, here's the 

11  bad news, they do. 

12       In the past year, the North Dakota 

13  legislature passed a statute that appropriates 

14  45 percent of North Dakota's tobacco 

15  settlement proceeds, they expect it to be 

16  about $850 million total, to address the 

17  state's long-term water development needs 

18  including the Garrison Diversion.  That means 

19  North Dakota has set aside about $382 million 

20  courtesy of big tobacco to take water out of 

21  the Missouri River. 

22       Here in Missouri, we need to be concerned 

23  not only about flooding, the river commerce, 

24  we have to be concerned about a lot of things, 
25  the water supply is only one. 
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 1       We have long been supporters of habitat 

 2  restoration, and I want to take a minute on 

 3  that, too, because it's very important to my 

 4  boss, Attorney General Jay Nixon, and to lots 

 5  of people in the State and here in this room. 

 6       Our perspective on this, Colonel, is that 

 7  it's like the movie Field of Dreams, if you 

 8  build it, they will come.  In that movie, you 

 9  may remember the fellow built a ball park in 

10  his corn field and Shoeless Joe Jackson came. 

11  Well, if you built a habitat here, our theory 

12  is that the fish and wildlife will come.  If 

13  you build it, they will come.  But for 

14  goodness sakes, don't build it in a corn 

15  field. 

16       We need to protect our interest that the 

17  Missouri River is a reliable water supply for 

18  future generations, Colonel.  The combination 

19  of out-of-basin transfer and so-called water 

20  conservation members are a one two punch that 

21  could knock out Missouri's future.  We can be 

22  certain as the Corps adopts one of these 

23  proposed alternatives, harm will be done to 

24  the people in the Missouri River basin.  That 
25  price is too high to pay for it's not certain 
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 1  that it will purchase the hope for benefits to 

 2  fish and wildlife.  Hoping a change will be 

 3  positive is not enough. 

 4   Great civilizations depends on great 

 5  rivers and we must keep this river great.  We 

 6  can do that by fighting for water management 

 7  strategies that make sense for Missouri and 

 8  other down stream states. 

 9   Thank you, Colonel. 

10           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

11  Bryan. 

12           MR. MOORE:  Tad Kardis. 

13           MR. KARDIS:  Good evening, my 

14  name's Tad Kardis, and I'm also with Attorney 

15  General Jay Nixon's office.  Colonel, I thank 

16  you for opportunity of this hearing. 

17   As Bill Bryan said, I will address two 

18  important issues, electric power, future 

19  participation in this process. 

20   This process is, in part, an exchange of 

21  information.  True public participation 

22  requires the information be laid out in an 

23  objective and understandable manner, as you 

24  said earlier, if you view these hearings as an 
25  opportunity to learn what information you 
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 1  failed to provide us.  Allow me to give you an 

 2  example. 

 3       You may have noticed how the Corps' 

 4  Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

 5  summary expresses most of the impacts of the 

 6  alternatives on key uses and resources in a 

 7  language we can all understand, dollars. 

 8  However, when the Corps starts talking about 

 9  electric power, for some reason, it begins to 

10  speak a different language.  Perhaps the 

11  reason that plain talk requires you just to 

12  come out and say that $15 billion dollars 

13  could be lost every year under the summer low 

14  flow alternatives considered by the RDEIS. 

15  How can this be?  Well, 25 coal fired and 

16  nuclear power plants draw water from the 

17  Missouri River for cooling and heat 

18  dissipation.  The information we're given in 

19  the summary is put in a confusing chart on 

20  Page 17, Figure 12.  It's expressed in the 

21  text and the language of megawatts and 

22  megawatt hours. 

23       For instance, the summary says that under 

24  two of the Gavins Point alternatives which 
25  provide for a summer low flow, an estimated 
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 1  387 megawatts of capacity and 203 million 

 2  megawatt hours of energy would be lost. 

 3       What does that mean?  Well, if you do the 

 4  math, you convert those megawatt hours into 

 5  the language of dollars, the answer is that 

 6  the loss would exceed $15 billion.  This loss 

 7  of capacity would occur at the time of peak 

 8  demand in July and August. 

 9       High power use and declining capacity 

10  have a familiar ring.  Power consumers 

11  throughout the Missouri River basin could 

12  experience what happened in California this 

13  summer, rolling blackouts, skyrocketing 

14  utility rates as power companies scramble to 

15  meet demand by purchasing power on the spot 

16  market.  That is an impact the public needs to 

17  know about. 

18       In comparison, the Missouri River 

19  hydropower dams have one-sixth of the 

20  generating capacity of the power plants that 

21  rely on Missouri River water for cooling. 

22  This federal hydropower does not turn on any 

23  lights in Missouri.  Moreover, it would take 

24  the Missouri River hydropower dams 20 years to 
25  generate the power lost in one month to the 
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 1  summer low flow alternatives.  Missourian's 

 2  would suffer a disproportionate share of this 

 3  loss.  This process must address these 

 4  concerns. 

 5       Indeed the process itself is valuable. 

 6  The National Environmental Policy Act or NEPA 

 7  requires federal agencies to prepare an EIS 

 8  regarding major federal actions significantly 

 9  effecting the quality of the environment.  The 

10  Corps has accepted this responsibility by 

11  preparing the Revised Draft Environmental 

12  Impact Statement for potential revisions to 

13  the master manual.  Truly a change in the 

14  management of the Missouri River is a major 

15  federal action, yet the Corps seems to be 

16  growing weary of this process and describes 

17  its master manual revision as a journey that 

18  began in 1989.  However, the Corps sees a way 

19  to end this journey.  It's name is adaptive 

20  management and it is a small dark cloud on a 

21  stormy horizon, all the master manual 

22  alternatives included.  In fact, for some 

23  reason, the Corps' publications leave the 

24  distinct impression the Corps thinks it has 
25  employed adaptive management already. 
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 1   One can try to define adaptive 

 2  management, but it is difficult.  It is 

 3  impossible, however, to define with any 

 4  certainty what will result from adaptive 

 5  management. 

 6   With adaptive management, the Corps will 

 7  be able to test hypotheses and explore changes 

 8  in the operation of the Missouri River system. 

 9  Indeed its language is the language of 

10  uncertainty with jargon-like flexibility, 

11  adapt, operational changes, on average and as 

12  conditions allow.  In one word, vague. 

13   The Corps envisions future management of 

14  the river under this new scheme with an 

15  efficiency coordination team made up of 

16  primarily federal biologists.  In other words, 

17  the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 

18  Will these decisions be subject to public 

19  participation, peer review and judicial 

20  review?  With all this flexibility, we wonder 

21  if any of us will ever have this opportunity 

22  to participate in this public process again. 

23   The 2002 master manual may be the last 

24  master manual.  In the future, the Corps can 
25  simply make operational changes as new 
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 1  information becomes available.  They may not 

 2  want to embark on this journey once more. 

 3  Instead of venturing forth on a new journey, 

 4  it will make river management decisions that 

 5  affect us here in Missouri from behind closed 

 6  doors. 

 7       The alternative to adaptive management is 

 8  this important process we are currently 

 9  participating in.  What does it have to 

10  offer?  Only certainty, openness, fairness, 

11  accountability and predictability. 

12       Thank you. 

13               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

14  Kardis. 

15               MR. MOORE:  Representative 

16  Shields. 

17               MR. SHIELDS:  Thank you.  And for 

18  the record, you just slipped past a state 

19  senator which that's kind of a big deal to 

20  him. 

21       Thank you.  My name is Charlie Shields, I 

22  represent District 28 in the Missouri House of 

23  Representatives and I'm also speaking on 

24  behalf of Dan Heywood who represents District 
25  5 in the Missouri House and could not be here 
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 1  tonight. 

 2   It's a pleasure and I thank the Corps for 

 3  providing this opportunity. 

 4   The Corps faces a difficult balancing act 

 5  as you look at this problem.  You're trying to 

 6  balance the needs of agriculture, trying to 

 7  balance the needs of agriculture with 

 8  environment and you add a third balance which 

 9  is that of recreation.  You all do that as you 

10  create a master plan for the controlled use of 

11  the Missouri River. 

12   Let me just touch briefly on each of 

13  those three issues. 

14   The first being recreation as you try to 

15  reach that balance.  I would argue that 

16  recreation simply in that balance is a distant 

17  third.  It's a third because it falls far 

18  short to the threat of someone's life or 

19  livelihood caused by the threat of flooding 

20  along the Missouri River. 

21   Let me talk about environmental issues. 

22  One of the things that has always concerned me 

23  representing an area that is dependent on 

24  Missouri agriculture and contains a large part 
25  of Missouri agriculture is the perception.  As 
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 1  of late, farmers are not interested in the 

 2  environment.  And I always bristle at that 

 3  because to me farmers are our first 

 4  conservationists.  And I always say, you know, 

 5  it's easy to be a conservationist when you 

 6  live in a condo in a city and your major 

 7  contribution to the Environmental Act is that 

 8  you choose to use recycled paper in your 

 9  computer printer.  The real conservationists 

10  are our farmers out there who make a daily 

11  decision to forego income so they can do right 

12  by their land. 

13       In Missouri our farmers are not 

14  insensitive to the needs of wildlife along the 

15  river, but we believe there needs to be a 

16  balance, and that balance needs to be based on 

17  strong science.  In August the Missouri 

18  Department of Natural Resources sent a letter 

19  to the Secretary of Interior, Gayle Carson or 

20  Gill Morton, excuse me, questioning the 

21  assertions of the biological opinion issues 

22  offered by the United States Fish and Wildlife 

23  Service.  I would urge that the Corps strongly 

24  look at the suggestions made in that letter 
25  from Missouri Department of Natural 
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 1  Resources. 

 2   As the letter points out, simply the 

 3  science on this issue, restoring habitat and 

 4  the impact on those species is not complete. 

 5   I would also urge that the Corps look and 

 6  pay close attention to the work done in 

 7  Missouri with regard to habitat restoration 

 8  along the river and look at that work as an 

 9  alternative to some of the proposed plans 

10  which in theory restore habitat in the lower 

11  basin, which in reality creates habitats in 

12  the upper lakes. 

13   The last issue I want to address concerns 

14  the needs of agriculture and the safety of our 

15  citizens.  These are two basic concerns, the 

16  increased threat of flooding due to increased 

17  spring flows and the potential loss of time 

18  out of our navigation season. 

19   With regard to increased flows in the 

20  spring, I would simply argue that the science 

21  of meteorology is not sufficient to allow the 

22  Corps to predict rainfall below Gavins Point 

23  to the degree necessary to assure the down 

24  stream residents that they will be protected 
25  from flooding.  Those of us who have witnessed 
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 1  firsthand the loss of the '93 flood, the notion 

 2  of a controlled flood sponsored by the federal 

 3  government is a scary thing.  Breaches of 

 4  levees, increased ground water and potential 

 5  loss of lives and property will be the results 

 6  of increased spring flows combined with 

 7  unanticipated heavier participation below that 

 8  last dam.  We are very aware and cognizant of 

 9  the fact that it takes water ten days to get 

10  from Gavins Point to the Mississippi River. 

11  And once you let the water out of a dam, you 

12  can't put it back in. 

13       Let me address the issue of decreased 

14  navigation season on this river.  Our farmers 

15  are faced with increased competition from 

16  agriculture interests in South America.  All 

17  our farmers are very aware of the fact that 

18  Brazil is expanding its transportation system 

19  both through roads and through the increased 

20  use of barge traffic along the Amazon River to 

21  transport their grains to market.  I would 

22  also add and I would guess that they're doing 

23  that with very little regard and concern for 

24  the environment. 
25       The absolute last thing that we should be 
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 1  considering is any model proposal that has the 

 2  potential to threaten barge traffic on both 

 3  the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers.  We need 

 4  economically and environmentally sound ways to 

 5  get our agriculture imputs up the river and 

 6  get our grains down the river to our world 

 7  markets. 

 8       Let me conclude by reiterating this 

 9  point.  This is a balancing act.  But you 

10  don't need to achieve that balance in the 

11  wrong way.  You need to achieve it by A, 

12  basing your decision on good science and B, 

13  not saving one endangered species and creating 

14  another, and that other is the Missouri 

15  farmer. 

16       Thank you, Colonel. 

17               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you 

18  Representative Shields. 

19               MR. MOORE:  Senator David Klindt. 

20               HEARING OFFICER:  Senator Klindt, 

21  I apologize for the sequence problem here. 

22 

23          (Whereupon Mr. Klindt read a prepared 

24         statement, which is attached to the 
25         transcript.) 
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 1           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, 

 2  Senator. 

 3           MR. MOORE:  Pat Lilly. 

 4           MR. LILLY:  My name is Pat Lilly, 

 5  I'm with the St. Joseph area Chamber of 

 6  Commerce, 3003 Frederick here in St. Joseph. 

 7   By the way, welcome to St. Joseph, we 

 8  appreciate you being here and providing us 

 9  this opportunity. 

10   The St. Joseph area Chamber of Commerce 

11  represents a thousand plus members in the 

12  community and serves as the economic 

13  development agency for St. Joseph. 

14   We have a concern about any plan that 

15  would include a spring rise that would result 

16  in adverse consequences for flood control.  I 

17  think it's already been discussed that those 

18  of us in St. Joseph certainly have a 

19  familiarity with flooding. 

20   This spring rise could ultimately mean an 

21  impact to farmers' crops along the rivers as 

22  well as the tributaries to the river and 

23  create more inland drainage problems. 

24   We also are opposed, strongly opposed to 
25  a reduction in summer flows that would result 
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 1  in a split navigation system.  This would 

 2  likely end navigation on the Missouri River. 

 3   Currently in St. Joseph, the St. Joseph 

 4  Port Authority is constructing a new port that 

 5  would serve the area and act as an economic 

 6  stimulus. 

 7   Just to give you a quick example, earlier 

 8  this week I had an opportunity to meet with a 

 9  local company, and this a company that makes 

10  products in St. Joseph that are distributed 

11  globally.  Unfortunately, because of the 

12  downturn in the economy they have lost a 

13  supplier of an important raw material.  The 

14  nature of this raw material is such that in 

15  order to obtain this raw material from another 

16  part of the country would be very expensive 

17  from a trucking standpoint.  They are 

18  seriously looking at the port as a way to 

19  bring in this raw material at a price that 

20  they can afford to do business at. 

21   So when you think of the port and when 

22  you think of navigation along the river, not 

23  only do we think of it is a job creator 

24  potentially, but also a job saver. 
25   We would advocate a balanced more common 
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 1  sense approach that takes into consideration 

 2  species habitat restoration, but that does not 

 3  put local economies in jeopardy and also 

 4  jeopardize the livelihood of so many people. 

 5   I appreciate the opportunity to provide 

 6  the testimony this evening. 

 7   Thank you. 

 8           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

 9  Lilly. 

10           MR. MOORE:  Brad Lau. 

11           MR. LAU:  Brad Lau with the St. 

12  Joseph Regional Port Authority, 3003 Frederick 

13  Avenue. 

14   On behalf of seven board members of the 

15  St. Joseph Regional Port Authority, I would 

16  like to voice our concerns and disapproval to 

17  the Army Corps of Engineers proposed modified 

18  conservation plan. 

19   As the mayor said, after 12 years of hard 

20  work, the volunteer board of the St. Joseph 

21  Regional Port Authority is in process of 

22  constructing a new public port facility in St. 

23  Joseph just to the south of here.  In fact, 

24  you probably saw it if you came in on South 
25  229, that large crane there. 
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 1       The proposed modified conservation plan 

 2  would have a severe impact on the port 

 3  authority to operate this new port in an 

 4  economically sound manner.  This million 

 5  dollar facility offers the St. Joseph area an 

 6  important economic development tool that adds 

 7  an alternative and competitive transportation 

 8  medium for existing and new businesses, and 

 9  the receipt and shipping of raw materials and 

10  finished goods.  Because river borne 

11  transportation is known to be the least cost 

12  alternative for shipping, the port, the public 

13  port in St. Joseph will give area businesses a 

14  new competitive advantage. 

15       The new port facility is the result of a 

16  public funding partnership by the State of 

17  Missouri and the City of St. Joseph and 

18  Buchanan County.  Therefore, the port 

19  authority is opposed to the Corps' proposed 

20  modified conservation plan for the following 

21  reasons:  Higher reservoir levels in the upper 

22  basin lakes will lead to decreased water 

23  commitments for a lower basin state, such as 

24  Missouri, thereby negatively impacting 
25  navigation on the river. 
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 1   The proposed spring rise could lead to 

 2  flooding, which again would negatively impact 

 3  navigation on the river as well as cause 

 4  property damages. 

 5   We are opposed to the reduced river flows 

 6  during the summer that can split the 

 7  navigation season, possibly ending navigation 

 8  on the Missouri River altogether and 

 9  negatively impacting the navigation on the 

10  Mississippi River. 

11   As the economic stability of the United 

12  States and our local communities are at risk, 

13  the Army Corps of Engineers should not adopt 

14  new policies that will stifle or eliminate the 

15  many economic opportunities associated with 

16  the Missouri River.  While we are not opposed 

17  to species habitat restoration, we are opposed 

18  to any measures involving changes to the 

19  Missouri River that could potentially impact 

20  the economic health of our community and other 

21  communities that rely on the economic benefits 

22  of the Missouri River be that in the form of 

23  navigation, utility production, drinking water 

24  or irrigation. 
25   We urge the Corps to continue with the 
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 1  water control plan now in operation. 

 2       Thank you. 

 3   HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

 4  Lau. 

 5   MR. MOORE:  Ron Blakley. 

 6   MR. BLAKLEY:  Good evening, 

 7  Colonel. 

 8   HEARING OFFICER:  Good evening. 

 9   MR. BLAKLEY:  My name's Ron 

10  Blakley and I'm the vice chairman of the St. 

11  Joe Regional Port Authority, I also serve on 

12  the board as the treasurer for Buchanan County 

13  Farm Bureau and I serve on the advisory board 

14  for the Missouri Levy and Drainage District 

15  and I'm a local farmer, I'd like to go on 

16  record. 

17       I would like to shift gears in regards to 

18  the presentation that I have made and many 

19  others have made in the past.  My 

20  understanding is that you have a directive 

21  from Washington to review your operations in 

22  regards to terrorism, as well as the president 

23  has asked me and every citizen in the United 

24  States to be on the lookout. 
25       I want to speak to the security and the 
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 1  safety of the river transportation system, not 

 2  the economic which has been mentioned before 

 3  and is well stated. 

 4       We know the terrorists have targeted food 

 5  and water and transportation specifically, 

 6  they have said that.  Therefore, the Corps 

 7  must take this threat seriously and must take 

 8  it into account in the operation of not only 

 9  the Missouri River, but every navigable river 

10  in the United States. 

11       We must not be in a situation where we 

12  have a negative effect upon that system for 

13  the security of our country. 

14       Benefits are obvious.  Large amounts of 

15  goods and products are moved with a small 

16  number of people, therefore, giving you more 

17  control over the safety and the security of 

18  the products that are being moved.  It's very 

19  obvious that the terrorists had in mind to 

20  infiltrate and possibly use the trucking -- 

21  trucks and the trucking system in our country 

22  as a weapon against us.  That is nearly 

23  impossible with transportation on the river. 

24  You simply have a boat captain and a few deck 
25  hands.  So that must be taken into account. 
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 1       Also, I feel like that we are in a 

 2  situation where we need to move to improve our 

 3  systems rather than maintain the status quo or 

 4  possibly reduce them.  I, myself, am 

 5  convinced, and I've been around the river and 

 6  farmed in the bottoms in the river, I am 

 7  absolutely 100 percent convinced that if we 

 8  have the spring flow with the split navigation 

 9  season, it will literally -- I'm not going to 

10  say eliminate, but it will hurt navigation on 

11  the Missouri River and especially, without a 

12  doubt, if will affect the Mississippi River 

13  and the port of St. Louis when you starve them 

14  for water. 

15       The other thing is that you must take 

16  into account is hydroelectric production.  We 

17  have seen the system in California where they 

18  have been short of electricity and that system 

19  cannot be endured. 

20       The Endangered Species Act is up for a 

21  review very shortly.  There's going to be a 

22  definite reduction in the scope and possibly 

23  even be rescinded.  The present situation that 

24  they're in where they have a bottomless pit in 
25  regards to spending, I honestly believe will 
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 1  go away. 

 2   The other thing you must take into 

 3  account, national security takes precedent 

 4  over any law, irregardless of what it is. 

 5   Recreation and tourism has been and will 

 6  in the future be adversely affected by the 

 7  recent September 11th terrorist act.  So, 

 8  therefore, when you are figuring your project, 

 9  you must reduce the dollar value added to 

10  them.  If you take this in account on the cost 

11  benefit analysis, it must be adjusted 

12  downward. 

13   In summary, as the narrator said, needs 

14  and priorities have changed. Therefore, I ask 

15  you to stay with the current operation's 

16  guidelines and expand your river 

17  transportation operations to take away this 

18  threat that our country's -- to our country's 

19  food and hydroelectric supply. 

20   Thank you. 

21           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

22  Blakley. 

23           MR. MOORE:  Charles Scott. 

24           MR. SCOTT:  I have a prepared 
25  statement, but I have only one copy, so I can 
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 1  give it to you afterwards.  I'm Charles Scott, 

 2  I'm with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 3  out of Columbia, Missouri. 

 4 

 5          (Whereupon Mr. Scott read a prepared 

 6         statement, which is attached to the 

 7         transcript.) 

 8 

 9   HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

10  Scott. 

11   HEARING OFFICER:  We've been at 

12  it for about two hours, let's take a 

13  ten-minute break and come back in here at 

14  9:20, I'll come back at 2120. 

15 

16   (Off the record.) 

17   (Back on the record.) 

18 

19   HEARING OFFICER:  We're going to 

20  resume the hearing.  I would ask Mr. Steve 

21  Kidwell to come to the podium.  Is Mr. Kidwell 

22  here? 

23   MR. KIDWELL:  Good evening, my 

24  name is Steve Kidwell. 
25          (Whereupon Mr. Kidwell read a prepared 
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 1          statement, which is attached to the 

 2          transcript.) 

 3 

 4               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you very 

 5  much, Mr. Kidwell. 

 6               MR. MOORE:  Rex Horn. 

 7               MR. HORN:  Thank you, General, 

 8  we're very glad to have you and rest of 

 9  gentlemen here, I'm from Omaha, been here 

10  several times and we go by first name. 

11       In fact, we support the airport out here, 

12  and we have people over there fighting tonight 

13  that if you have a spring rise, we will flood 

14  the airport, they will come and get you from 

15  over there, we won't bother you here. 

16       And another thing that we have had is the 

17  Missouri River flows into the Mississippi 

18  River, the Mississippi River flows into the 

19  Gulf of Mexico, and out from -- in the Gulf of 

20  Mexico, they have what they call a dead sea 

21  out there eight miles long or 75 miles long 

22  and eight miles wide and they claim it is 

23  caused by the insecticides and herbicides 

24  flowing down the river from Missouri, Ohio, 
25  all of the states up here.  When we have high 
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 1  water, the river runs eight miles an hour 

 2  instead of four miles an hour by here and we 

 3  feel that we are going to want to talk to the 

 4  environmental organization and ask them to cut 

 5  down on the flows so we can cut down on the 

 6  flow of the water and decrease, help them out 

 7  some on their dead sea.  Now, I say that will 

 8  not do it all, but it will do a lot of it. 

 9       We have five million voters in Missouri. 

10  Now, last year before the election, I stood up 

11  down there on one of the Army trips that told 

12  them that two million people in Missouri would 

13  be benefitted by better control of the river, 

14  and we had some of our U.S. Senators develop 

15  the -- to pass a law in the U.S. Congress to 

16  decrease the spring flow and President Clinton 

17  vetoed it. 

18       Now, you'll see what has gone on here 

19  this evening and we most certainly are not in 

20  favor of spring flow.  Anything you could help 

21  us -- I know that you have a difficult 

22  position and with what you had to work -- the 

23  privileges you've had to work with.  All of 

24  you and your associates here have good power, 
25  but we sure would appreciate cheaper power 

COVERING MISSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS  1-800-633-8289 



   54 

ROBERTS & ASSOCIATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR 

 1  from -- in Missouri come off the river here 

 2  instead of shipping it over to Washington 

 3  state. 

 4   Thank you. 

 5           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

 6  Horn. 

 7           MR. MOORE:  Brooks Hurst. 

 8           MR. HURST:  Thank you, Colonel, 

 9  and I would like to thank the Corps for coming 

10  here and allowing us to give this testimony. 

11   My name is Brooks Hurst and I live in 

12  Tarkio, Missouri, a soybean and corn farmer 

13  from Tarkio.  I farm roughly 3,700 acres with 

14  my two brothers and my father. 

15   Tonight I'm representing Missouri Soybean 

16  Association and the Coalition to Protect the 

17  Missouri River.  I'm president of the Missouri 

18  Association, a membership organization of 

19  nearly 1,500 soybean farmers from across the 

20  state.  I farm along the Tarkio River, a 

21  tributary of the Missouri River and it's about 

22  30 miles along the Tarkio to get to the 

23  Missouri and flooding is a problem for my 

24  operation. 
25   The proposed spring rise would make 
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 1  potential flooding more severe.  Anytime the 

 2  Missouri River floods, the Tarkio River 

 3  floods.  When the Missouri River rises not 

 4  even to the flood stage, the Tarkio River 

 5  floods.  With approximately 1,200 bottomland 

 6  acres, I cannot afford to have flooding on my 

 7  land especially unnecessary flooding like the 

 8  Corps of Engineers is recommending. 

 9       The Corps plans to use sound data and 

10  research.  They do not have all of the facts. 

11  Economic studies do not consider the secondary 

12  tributary flooding such as the Tarkio River. 

13  This increased flooding on the Missouri River 

14  and its tributaries results in the depletion 

15  of some of our most productive agriculture 

16  lands, not to mention the increased spring 

17  flow will result in the flooding of our homes 

18  and communities endangering both our 

19  livelihood and our safety. 

20       Missouri agriculture already experienced 

21  nature at it worst with the floods of 1993 and 

22  '95.  Why do we need to put our agricultural 

23  bounty in danger again?  It's impossible for 

24  us to support any alternatives that proposes a 
25  3.3 to 4.4 spring flood, spring rise and 
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 1  suggests further risk to our crops. 

 2       Beside the flooding the proposed spring 

 3  rise summer flow would have a negative impact 

 4  on navigation.  A spring rise because of 

 5  summer flow, would substantially hinder barge 

 6  traffic on the Missouri River.  In 2000 we 

 7  exported over $405 million in soybeans and 

 8  soybean products.  Therefore, benefitting 

 9  producers and overall Missouri economy and now 

10  the Corps is threatening this valuable 

11  economic resource. 

12       As a representative of Missouri's over 

13  24,000 soybean farmers, we do not support the 

14  spring rise summer flow.  We are forced to 

15  support the current water control plan as the 

16  only viable alternative proposed. 

17       The potential consequences of increased 

18  flooding are prevalent and disastrous.  The 

19  so-called controlled flooding is an 

20  unthinkable option that threatens thousands of 

21  acres in Missouri.  It would allow the river 

22  to flood areas that are key to agriculture 

23  production.  Perhaps before any changes are 

24  made to the flow of the Missouri River, the 
25  Corps should look at the total ramifications 
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 1  of this poor river management.  Not only does 

 2  it affect all farmers along the Missouri River 

 3  and its tributaries, but it also affects our 

 4  community and our economy as a whole. 

 5       Thank you once again for allowing me to 

 6  testify and I appreciate your being here 

 7  tonight. 

 8               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

 9  Hurst. 

10               MR. MOORE:  Bill Lay. 

11               MR. LAY:  Thank you, Colonel, for 

12  the opportunity to make a presentation.  My 

13  name is Bill Lay, I live at 402 Highway 5 and 

14  240, Fayette, Missouri.  I am representing 

15  myself.  I have lands in the Missouri River 

16  bottom and I am a member of the Missouri Levy 

17  and Drainage District Association. 

18       I have been interested in the low -- the 

19  complaints regarding the low summer flows. 

20  Basically, the people have said we don't like 

21  the low summer flows because they will 

22  interfere with navigation.  Now, my basic 

23  concern is flooding.  And I am addressing my 

24  remarks generally towards flooding.  I don't 
25  like the low summer flows because of 
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 1  flooding. 

 2       Number one, if -- the Missouri River is a 

 3  delicately -- I mean, the Missouri River 

 4  system is a delicately balanced system which 

 5  get a certain amount of water in each year and 

 6  discharges it.  The folks in Omaha look at the 

 7  amount of water that they're going to have for 

 8  the year and they set a base flow.  Each year 

 9  the base flow depends on the amount of water. 

10       Now, if you're holding up the discharges 

11  two and a half or three months a year, 

12  you're -- say you're holding up 10, 15,000, 

13  CSF during that period, you're going to have 

14  to get rid of that water someplace else.  You 

15  might get rid of the water in the spring when 

16  you're adding 10 or 15 -- 15 or 20,000 or CSF 

17  on the deal so you might have another 3 or 

18  4,000 to add to that by virtue of the summer 

19  flow.  Or you may put it all in the September 

20  through December so that you can get it out of 

21  the -- get it out and get down to the base of 

22  the pool. 

23       In either case, you're going to have -- 

24  you're probably not going to have much 
25  flooding during the summertime when you got 
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 1  your low flows, but you could be pushing it up 

 2  over during the other times.  And you can't do 

 3  anything between December and March because 

 4  it's too cold, ice.  Larry's just not going to 

 5  let a lot of water out during that period of 

 6  time.  And so this is -- I mean, the summer 

 7  drops.  Sure, they will hurt navigation, but 

 8  they're going to hurt me farming and hurt on 

 9  flood control. 

10       You know, higher water might go over my 

11  levy, it will probably go over my drain, and 

12  if it goes over my drain, that may back it up 

13  in the fields.  The problem is, when they are 

14  deciding they're going to give us more water 

15  is when we're getting ready to plant crops and 

16  it's hard to plants crops in the mud.  You 

17  know, that's the problem, and we'll take the 

18  water out during the summertime when we need 

19  water for the crops.  Dry them up because of 

20  the thing. 

21       So it's inconsistent.  The plan is 

22  inconsistent with agriculture certainly, and I 

23  want you -- I wanted you to have that. 

24       Now, in Omaha 10,000 CSF amounts to about 
25  two feet of water in the channel or in the 
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 1  flooding situation.  Down in Boonville, it's 

 2  not as important admittedly, but it's 10,000 

 3  will amount to about a foot.  Now, a foot of 

 4  water can amount to -- may not amount to much 

 5  when we're down low on the levy, but when it 

 6  gets close to the top of levy, a foot can be 

 7  sort of bad for us.  This is -- I know we're 

 8  down in Boonville where it's not going to 

 9  be -- we're not in too bad shape, but we could 

10  get in bad shape.  We want you to take care of 

11  us if you can. 

12       Somebody talked about the fact that we 

13  can in the spring, figure out whether we're 

14  going it have a high flood year or a low flood 

15  year, a high inflow or low inflow.  Now, I 

16  don't think -- I've discussed with fellows in 

17  Omaha and they are really not too anxious to 

18  tell me whether we're going to have a low 

19  flood year or a high flood year in the March 

20  or April meetings, they're rather cagey about 

21  whether it's going to be high or low. 

22       Now, you remember -- I'm remember in 

23  1993, I came up to a meeting and it was dry 

24  and they knew they weren't going to have any 
25  water, and Dwayne just assured us that he 
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 1  wasn't going to have -- we were going to be in 

 2  trouble that year and we were in trouble until 

 3  July.  And after July, we had no trouble with 

 4  water.  Dwayne was able to fill up his 

 5  reservoirs. 

 6       I think if you're telling somebody that 

 7  you can tell in March or April when you start 

 8  that flow out what's going to happen for the 

 9  year, I don't think it's very easy to do, 

10  that's what I'm complaining about. 

11       We have talked about the pallid sturgeon 

12  and how we're having trouble keeping them 

13  around.  Now, we have suggested that possibly 

14  game fish might eat little pallids.  Now, I've 

15  been assured by your fellows, your biologists, 

16  they cut up a lot of those game fish and 

17  haven't found any pallid sturgeons in their 

18  stomach, but I -- I'm not real sure whether 

19  this other stuff we're talking about that's 

20  going to be so expensive for us, if we're 

21  really worried about the pallid sturgeon, we 

22  ought to look into what game fish might do. 

23       I've suggested they get one of these form 

24  deals, water patrols, put in some pallid 
25  sturgeons and some game fish to see what 
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 1  happens.  They say that's not a valid 

 2  experiment.  But, you know, that's one of the 

 3  things we're talking about. 

 4       Now we're talking about adaptive 

 5  management which is suppose to be good.  Now, 

 6  possibly the best thing you're doing with 

 7  adaptive management, you're not letting 

 8  farmers get into the board to mess up what the 

 9  decisions are, you're doing it with government 

10  people.  And maybe that's fine, but of course, 

11  we all would like to be there to help them 

12  with the adaptive management, that's part of 

13  it. 

14       I assume when we're talking about 

15  adaptive management we're talking about either 

16  a 15,000 CFS flow or a 20,000 CFS flow, those 

17  being the high and the low on the adaptive 

18  management situation.  Do you have a parameter 

19  in there so that they can't just put it as 

20  high as they want to or drop it as low as they 

21  want to.  And on the lower, you're talking 

22  about twenty-eight five or 21,000 CFS.  Are we 

23  running the parameters on this adaptive 

24  management?  I've heard adaptive management is 
25  a wonderful thing, but I haven't heard 
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 1  anything about parameters, and I certainly 

 2  hope we have some parameters on the thing.  Of 

 3  course, I'm not really interested in adaptive 

 4  management, but if you do have it, that's -- 

 5  you've got to have some parameters. 

 6       Let's look at I-70 which runs between St. 

 7  Louis and Kansas City.  Now, we know that that 

 8  highway is in awful shape.  We don't have 

 9  money to replace it.  They are talking about 

10  tremendous destruction plan for that highway, 

11  but they don't have funds in the Highway 

12  Department to replace it.  Now, if we take out 

13  navigation on the Missouri River so that we're 

14  not running between St. Louis and Kansas City, 

15  that means you're going to have to have more 

16  big trucks on the highway, and big trucks on 

17  the highway taking these heavy loads is going 

18  to put our highway in trouble. 

19       I'll close, I'm sorry.  Thank you. 

20               HEARING OFFICER:  Mr. Lay, I 

21  appreciate your comments, and you were so 

22  intriguing I gave you a huge break on the 

23  time.  I didn't have the heart to stop you. 

24               MR. MOORE:  Bill Griffith. 
25               MR. GRIFFITH:  Good evening, 
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 1  Colonel, my name is Bill Griffith, I'm a 

 2  resident of Leavenworth, Kansas, I'm a native 

 3  of Kansas. 

 4   I moved to Leavenworth about eight years 

 5  ago and began to learn a lot more about the 

 6  Missouri River at that time.  I saw the end of 

 7  the 1993 flood and have followed closely the 

 8  master manual process. 

 9   As a father of three, I've cherished the 

10  few recreational opportunities we're afforded 

11  on the lower river such as excursion out to a 

12  rare sand bar and taking a hike up at the 

13  natural hardwoods up at Fort Leavenworth. 

14   As a history buff, I'm enthralled by the 

15  voyage of discovery as one of the earlier 

16  speakers had mentioned and other colorful 

17  tales of life along the Missouri and look 

18  forward to the excitement of the upcoming 

19  bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark expedition 

20  as do many others. 

21   As chairman of the Sierra Club's national 

22  river committee, I thrill to potential 

23  biological diversity the Missouri will give us 

24  if we make sound management decisions and 
25  change the decades old manual designed for a 
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 1  far different time. 

 2       That potential is shackled as of now has 

 3  led to great peril for the pallid sturgeon, 

 4  the least tern and the piping plover.  Many 

 5  other fish and wildlife have seen their 

 6  numbers plummet as well, and the downward 

 7  spiral will continue if we persist along the 

 8  same path.  I often wonder how this reflects 

 9  on us as care takers of the Missouri River, 

10  all of us, let alone of our Earth in general. 

11  Will our hubris continue by ignoring science 

12  and plowing ahead with business as usual. 

13       The Sierra Club supports the 

14  recommendations of the Fish and Wildlife 

15  Service for a spring rise and lower summer 

16  flows on the Missouri River.  Their 

17  recommendations are based on the best 

18  available science we have.  To buttress that 

19  statement, I'm comforted to see the Missouri 

20  River's Natural Resource Committee members 

21  from Montana, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, South 

22  Dakota and North Dakota and Missouri has 

23  stated publicly that the U.S. Fish and 

24  Wildlife biological opinion is biological 
25  sound and scientifically justified. 
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 1   I also read in yesterday's Kansas City 

 2  paper, I believe, David DeLot (phonetic), a 

 3  University of Missouri river ecologist, he was 

 4  quoted there as saying the idea of just having 

 5  flood plain restoration and not altering flows 

 6  is a very naive point of view from an 

 7  ecological perspective. 

 8   He also mentioned that there had been 

 9  about 130 scientific studies detailing the 

10  negative impacts that can occur to fish and 

11  wildlife when the river's natural flow is 

12  altered.  The good news he mentions is about 

13  30 studies have shown how restoring the flow 

14  and habitat can assist in the healing of 

15  damaged rivers which also benefits humans 

16  greatly. 

17   The adaptive flows -- or excuse me, the 

18  flexible flows in conjunction with adaptive 

19  management practices offer the best, and in 

20  all probability the only chance for pallid 

21  sturgeon, least tern the piping plover and 

22  other in peril species to exist with us along 

23  the Missouri River. 

24   The spring rise will be a conservative 
25  rise in some folks' view, and as the Corps' 
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 1  own documents states, it will not affect any 

 2  new land, will be done on an average only once 

 3  every three years, will not be done when 

 4  there's already higher water flows and will 

 5  not be the cause of catastrophic floods on the 

 6  lower river.  And I do believe I bring some 

 7  sensitivity to this matter as my family does 

 8  own some river bottomland. 

 9       The spring rise should help other fish 

10  species rebound as well.  The State of 

11  Missouri used to have a thriving commercial 

12  fishery and is now down to one part-time 

13  commercial fisherman. 

14       The increase in these species will be a 

15  boon for anglers, the boating industry, 

16  canoeists, hunters and other recreational 

17  enthusiasts.  This will pump a substantial sum 

18  of money into the basin assisting local 

19  economies and garnering sustainable growth. 

20       I find it interesting that although 

21  recreation is emphasized by the Corps and 

22  navigation is, recreation brings in much more 

23  money.  And I'd like to think about the 

24  economic boost it will do if we emphasize 
25  recreation some more. 
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 1   The lower summer flows would have the 

 2  added benefits of assisting recreation as well 

 3  as more folks get out on the river on the 

 4  newly created sand bars.  This will bring 

 5  boaters, canoeists and campers down to the 

 6  river instead of avoiding it as they do now. 

 7  And I, for one, look forward to the day I can 

 8  take my children out on a canoe on the 

 9  Missouri River and not feel they're in 

10  danger.  Stopping to explore a stand bar or 

11  finding a camp site to pitch a tent on is 

12  something I would cherish as a memory, I think 

13  would last me a lifetime. 

14   I am heartened to see that the flexible 

15  flow alternatives will assist the Mississippi 

16  River navigation especially 2021.  The 

17  Mississippi River navigation, of course, is 

18  where the vast bulk of barge transportation 

19  occurs, and it will be an improvement about 16 

20  percent. 

21   I also noted it increases hydropower 

22  benefits by 2 percent overall and does support 

23  Missouri River barge navigation in the 

24  critical spring and fall periods. 
25   And for the record, I'd like to state the 
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 1  Sierra Club is not opposed to the Missouri 

 2  River barge navigation. 

 3       Given the benefits to fish and wildlife, 

 4  the recreation industry and the increase in 

 5  tourism that will follow the hydropower 

 6  benefits and the benefits to Mississippi River 

 7  navigation and the high level flood protection 

 8  this brings, this brings added clarity to 

 9  using a flexible flow alternative as the best 

10  ones for the Corps to implement. 

11       Thank you. 

12               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

13  Griffith. 

14               MR. MOORE:  Mr. Bailey. 

15               MR. BAILEY:  Good evening, my 

16  name is B.J. Bailey, I'm a producer in Orrick, 

17  Missouri.  I farm in the Missouri River 

18  bottoms.  I'm here tonight representing the 

19  Missouri Corn Growers Association and I'm on 

20  the Board of Directors. 

21       The Missouri Corn Growers Association is 

22  a grass root organization representing corn 

23  growers across Missouri.  The Missouri Corn 

24  Growers Association will support the current 
25  water control plan because it is the only 
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 1  feasible alternative presented by the Corps of 

 2  Engineers.  All other alternatives that are 

 3  being presented would be absolutely 

 4  devastating to agriculture. 

 5   We're opposed to higher reservoir levels 

 6  in the upper basin lakes.  Increased reservoir 

 7  levels reduce water available for flood 

 8  control available to the lower basin. 

 9   Managing the Missouri River flow based on 

10  these needs upstream, recreational and other 

11  interests, goes against the original intent of 

12  Congress to manage the river for multiple 

13  interests including flood control and 

14  navigation. 

15   We are also adamantly opposed to the 

16  reference so-called spring rise.  First 

17  increasing water releases with a flood or 

18  decreased drainage on thousands of acres in 

19  the Missouri River bottoms. 

20   The Corps and the Fish and Wildlife 

21  Service claim that they can curtail water 

22  releases from Gavins Point if downstream 

23  flooding occurs.  However, it takes over eight 

24  to eleven days for that water to travel from 
25  Gavins Point to the mouth of the Missouri in 
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 1  St. Louis.  Once water is released in Gavins 

 2  Point, it cannot be recalled. 

 3   Weather cannot accurately be forecasted 

 4  ten days in advance, therefore, this proposed 

 5  controlled flood could be devastating not only 

 6  for potential massive flooding, but also 

 7  delayed planting due to internal drainage 

 8  problems. 

 9   In my last 20 years of farming, we've had 

10  two major floods in '84 and '93 and several 

11  other minor floods through the years.  If 

12  three or four feet of water is added to the 

13  river in the spring, it could be devastating 

14  to Missouri River basin farmers. 

15   It is also proposed that these increased 

16  spring flows would be offset in the last 

17  summer by a split navigation season.  During 

18  July through September, water releases would 

19  fall below levels needed to maintain 

20  navigation.  This would end navigation in 

21  Missouri. 

22   As you know, barges are a low cost 

23  transportation alternative for agriculture 

24  commodities and inputs.  As important, barge 
25  transportation places competitive pressure on 
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 1  regional rail rates.  Railroads can only raise 

 2  rates to the point where they can start to 

 3  push traffic on to alternative modes of 

 4  transportation.  For example, barges. 

 5   It has been demonstrated numerous times 

 6  in areas throughout the country that do not 

 7  have access to barge transportation, rail 

 8  rates are higher.  And their analysts, the 

 9  Corps estimates that barge competition reduces 

10  rail rates in the Missouri basin up to $200 

11  million annually.  The importance of barge 

12  competition is further heightened as the rail 

13  industry continues to consolidate. 

14   The Missouri  Rivers is also a major 

15  source of water for the Mississippi River. 

16  During the drought of 1988, the Missouri River 

17  discharge accounted for 63 percent of the 

18  water flowing past St. Louis from July through 

19  October. 

20   The planned flow reductions by the Corps 

21  will coincide with other summer drought, 

22  navigation on the upper Mississippi would be 

23  interrupted costing the nation's farmers and 

24  industries millions of dollars a day. 
25   We also have concerns about what the 
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 1  Corps calls adaptive management.  Through this 

 2  proposed adaptive management, the Corps would 

 3  be given considerable power to make flow 

 4  release adjustments.  These adjustments would 

 5  be made primarily through considerations of 

 6  one interest, the endangered species.  If it 

 7  is determined by the government agencies that 

 8  for the sake of these species it is needed, 

 9  the high spring rise, the low summer flows 

10  could be implemented.  We cannot assume that 

11  any other alternative would be proposed and 

12  accepted by the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

13       They have single-mindedly always proposed 

14  a spring rise, split navigation season as the 

15  only alternative that would benefit the 

16  species.  They have not proposed any other 

17  reasonable or prudent alternatives.  Missouri 

18  Corn Growers Association is concerned that 

19  adaptive management will result in the loss of 

20  public ability to be involved in decisions 

21  involving flow management to the Missouri 

22  River.  It does not follow the law which was 

23  provided by the National Environmental 

24  Protection Act which allows for public input. 
25       The adaptive management the Corps assumes 
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 1  power not given to them by Congress.  Congress 

 2  did not intend for the Corps to assume the 

 3  power to implement any changes they feel are 

 4  necessary or want to try as an experiment. 

 5       In summary, a spring rise is unwarranted 

 6  and unscientific, it threatens farms and towns 

 7  and increases risk of flooding and financial 

 8  losses through reduced internal drainage.  The 

 9  reduced summer flows would end navigation on 

10  the Missouri, threaten barge traffic on the 

11  Mississippi.  There are other nonflow 

12  alternatives.  Missouri corn growers will 

13  support nonflow species habitat restruction 

14  alternatives as the method of addressing 

15  species concerns. 

16       Missouri corn growers supports the 

17  current water flow control plan.  We recommend 

18  that the Corps keep the water plan now in 

19  operation. 

20       Thank you very much. 

21 

22               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

23  Bailey. 

24               MR. MOORE:  Tom Waters. 
25 
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 1   (Whereupon Mr. Waters read a prepared 

 2   statement, which is attached to the 

 3   transcript.) 

 4 

 5    HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

 6  Waters. 

 7    MR. MOORE:  Randy Asbury. 

 8 

 9   (Whereupon Mr. Asbury read a prepared 

10   statement, which is attached to the 

11   transcript.) 

12 

13    HEARING OFFICER:  We appreciate 

14  your to bringing this testimony tonight, sir. 

15  Thank you, Mr. Asbury. 

16    MR. MOORE:  Jerry Johnson. 

17    MR. JOHNSON:  I'm Jerry Johnson, 

18  Troy, Kansas, I speak as an individual. 

19       My family and I make our home north of 

20  Troy, Kansas on the Missouri River where we 

21  have lived for 22 years.  Part of our family 

22  operation includes 400 acres of tillable land 

23  in the flood plain. 

24       I was here this afternoon reviewing the 
25  information and visiting with several of the 
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 1  people and have come to realize this is a very 

 2  complex issue with many people wanting 

 3  different plans.  I support staying with the 

 4  current water control plan. 

 5       Because of the limited time I have.  I 

 6  will speak of concerns that affects me and my 

 7  family operation most directly which is 

 8  interior drainage and ground water. 

 9       Our success depends greatly on river 

10  level at critical times of the year.  Flood 

11  stage in St. Joseph is 17 feet.  Any river 

12  stage above 17 feet measured at St. Joseph 

13  starts to create ground water problems on our 

14  bottom land.  Stages at 19 feet close our flap 

15  gates and any local rain becomes ponds which 

16  cannot drain until the level falls once again 

17  below 17 feet. 

18       Our tract varies in elevation only 

19  approximately two to three feet over the 

20  entire 400 acres so you can understand that a 

21  river level increase of merely three to four 

22  feet, which may not sound like a lot, can make 

23  it very difficult and, in some years, 

24  impossible to plant a crop in a timely 
25  manner. 
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 1   Like other farmers on the river we have 

 2  learned to deal with mother nature and 

 3  occasional floods.  The idea of a plan three 

 4  to four foot spring rise for a four-week 

 5  duration as the GP options call for would not 

 6  be in my best personal interest or in the 

 7  interest of local businesses. 

 8   It seems to me that a common sense 

 9  solution would be to seek out landowners 

10  willing to sell or lease their land to develop 

11  habitat for wildlife and enhance recreation 

12  and to continue to manage the dams and 

13  reservoirs for their intended purposes under 

14  the current water control plan. 

15   I'm encouraged by comments of our local 

16  leaders and representatives of Kansas and 

17  Missouri and hope they will continue to work 

18  on behalf of people like myself. 

19   And I thank you for the opportunity to 

20  voice my opinion. 

21 

22           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you for 

23  your comments, Mr. Johnson. 

24           MR. MOORE:  Robert Crouch. 
25 
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 1          (Whereupon Mr. Crouch read a prepared 

 2          statement, which is attached to the 

 3          transcript.) 

 4 

 5               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

 6  Crouch. 

 7               MR. MOORE:  Carl Hugh Jones. 

 8 

 9               MR. JONES:  I'm Carl Hugh Jones 

10  from Lincoln, Nebraska, I'm here representing 

11  myself. 

12       I'm sort of known as a river historian, 

13  and since we have been talking quit a little 

14  bit about the natural river and the spring 

15  rise, I thought I would look at some of that 

16  from a really historic standpoint. 

17       Navigation on the Missouri River started 

18  essentially in 1819, and by the 1830s, '40s, 

19  it had gotten to the point where it was very 

20  important to the westward expansion. 

21       When the boats got ready to come up the 

22  river, they only looked for one thing, no ice 

23  in the river and enough water to get there. 

24  This could happen anywhere from sometime in 
25  February or to late March depending on the 
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 1  amount of snow melt and when things warmed 

 2  up.  So there was actually a early spring rise 

 3  created by the snow melt on the plains.  This 

 4  was followed by the June rise which is created 

 5  by the snow melt in the mountains. 

 6   If you're going to Fort Benton -- well, 

 7  from -- you know, they got there about the 

 8  1850s, but the -- 1832 was the first time they 

 9  got to the mouth of the Yellowstone, but that 

10  was with the boat, the Yellowstone, and a six 

11  foot draft.  She didn't make it in '31, there 

12  wasn't water enough to get her above Fort Peer 

13  (phonetic).  So it was that kind of a thing. 

14   So I guess I'm saying is that there was 

15  two raises in the river, the long one coming 

16  down from the mountains head across to the 

17  plains and its traveling there probably gave 

18  it a chance to warm up so it wasn't ice 

19  water.  If you've ever stepped in the river 

20  flowing from glaciers, you know what ice water 

21  is.  So that coupled with local rains would 

22  give the pallid sturgeon that 60, 65 degrees 

23  that they need to, as a cue, to spawn or -- 

24  you know, for the eggs to actually hatch. 
25   So I'm looking at this and saying if it's 
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 1  warm water that does the trick, maybe that's 

 2  all we need.  Instead of a spring rise, just 

 3  open the flood gates at Gavins Point, let it 

 4  come over the spillway for the 21 days, then 

 5  try to raise that water temperature up.  We 

 6  don't know just what time of year these guys 

 7  decide to spawn.  We have some idea of the 

 8  water temperature. 

 9       Now, when did improvement on the Missouri 

10  River start?  1832 they started snagging, and 

11  I wanted to make one little comment about the 

12  creation of the six foot channel, the 

13  legislation for it and for the later 

14  developments. 

15       Starting in the 1880s, there were 

16  railroads paralleling the Missouri River from 

17  St. Louis to Kansas City and those railroads 

18  said if we can get through of the steamboats 

19  while keeping the rates low, they'll 

20  disappear.  And they did disappear pretty 

21  much.  And then the shippers said these 

22  railroads are gouging us and they went out and 

23  created a situation where they could -- they 

24  tried to bring back barges or steamboats. 
25  They built three big ones there in the 1880s. 
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 1  They lasted a year or two.  The railroads cut 

 2  the rates and the boats went to other parts of 

 3  the river system because they just couldn't 

 4  make it out on the Missouri.  They 

 5  disappeared, the rates went back up, Kansas 

 6  City went through this thing again a couple of 

 7  more times until you get the 1904 legislation 

 8  that created the six foot channel.  So it was 

 9  an up and down thing that happened.  And I 

10  assume because the railroads are railroads, 

11  they want them to get as much profit as they 

12  can and pay as much dividends as they can. 

13  It's a situation that would recur if we remove 

14  barge traffic from the Missouri River. 

15       Back that up, you have to look at what 

16  the railroads are charging people in North 

17  Dakota compared to what they're paying down 

18  here in the Missouri and Nebraska and Kansas. 

19       Thank you. 

20 

21               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

22  Jones. 

23               MR. MOORE:  Captain Bill Beacom. 

24               MR. BEACOM:  I'm a navigator, 
25  been navigating by St. Joe here for the last 
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 1  45 years and the one thing that strikes me 

 2  about all of these meetings is there is so 

 3  much information that it's impossible for 

 4  anybody to absorb even a portion of it. 

 5  There's so much, in fact, that the Corps 

 6  breaks it up into different areas and assigns 

 7  each person to an area so that they can 

 8  clarify it to the questioner. 

 9       The one thing that we have to do when 

10  we're involved in a situation like this is to 

11  make sure that we have clear convincing 

12  evidence that we can trust and be able to weed 

13  out disinformation and misinformation. 

14       Now, I was kind of at a loss as to what 

15  to use for an example of disinformation and 

16  misinformation, but thankfully, I looked at 

17  the American rivers table and got a good 

18  example and I will quote from one of the 

19  pamphlets that they're putting out tonight to 

20  show you what that example is. 

21       Fact.  As they present it, overall 

22  impacts to flood control benefits resulting 

23  from any of the alternatives are considered 

24  insignificant.  Now, this is a quote from the 
25  RDEIS booklet.  But the fact is if you ask 
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 1  anybody that wears those overalls and it's 

 2  their lands that's getting flooded, it's not 

 3  insignificant. 

 4       Fact.  Both ground water and interior 

 5  drainage impacts would largely be experienced 

 6  on lands that are already affected by current 

 7  conditions.  Whoopee.  That means that the land 

 8  that gets flooded when you get high water now 

 9  will get flooded when you get high water 

10  then.  So, you know, that's kind of a dumb 

11  thing.  The only difference is that under the 

12  current -- the plans that are proposed it's 

13  going to get flooded oftener in the spring and 

14  in the fall, not just when it rains. 

15       Fact.  The flexible flow alternative and 

16  all other flow adjustments that are outlined 

17  in the RDEIS summary would still require the 

18  Army Corps to maintain at least full 

19  navigation flows in the springs and then back 

20  the flow navigation flows by September 1st. 

21  The fact is that you've taken 30 percent of 

22  the productive time out of the Missouri 

23  River.  How many people in this room would 

24  like to give up 30 percent of their income if 
25  they were running a business or 30 percent of 

COVERING MISSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS  1-800-633-8289 



  84 

ROBERTS & ASSOCIATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR 

 1  their wages if they were employed in a 

 2  business and could they manage to survive if 

 3  they did. 

 4       Fact.  According to the RDEIS summary, 

 5  the flexible flow alternative actually 

 6  generates 2 percent more hydropower benefits 

 7  each year than the dam -- current dam 

 8  operations.  Now, I think if you were paying 

 9  attention, even though it's very difficult to 

10  absorb it all, the Corps put on the bulletin 

11  board just tonight that there would be a $30 

12  million increase in utility payments by people 

13  in the basin.  Yes, we have storage to get 2 

14  percent more, but it doesn't come at the right 

15  time. 

16       Fact.  The MNRC supports the 

17  recommendations contained in the U. S. Fish 

18  and Wildlife Service.  Why certainly they do. 

19  It's a good old boy network, and the purpose 

20  of this whole endeavor is to take the control 

21  of the Missouri River away from the Corps of 

22  Engineers and put it into the hands of Fish 

23  and Wildlife.  That's what this is all about. 

24  We could solve the problems with the pallid 
25  sturgeon or the birds, but nobody wants to 
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 1  because it's not to their advantage especially 

 2  if they're a fishery's biologist. 

 3       Fact.  Spring and summer flows.  Elements 

 4  of the historical hydrograph mimic by the 

 5  recommended flow changes included higher flows 

 6  through mid-June and lower flows from mid-July 

 7  through August.  But they don't mention that 

 8  they have to get rid of the water that's left 

 9  over from this and they're going to have to 

10  flood these bottom lands again in the fall, 

11  and there's no natural hydrograph that shows 

12  any time that we have had regular floods in 

13  the fall. 

14       Now, the Missouri River National Resource 

15  Committee has said that they back up the 

16  original biological opinion by U. S. Fish and 

17  Wildlife, and it's even said that six peers 

18  have signed on to this opinion.  Their signing 

19  on was nothing but answering three questions 

20  on a piece of paper, and there were generic 

21  questions like does water run downhill?  Not 

22  quite that generic, but nearly.  And they 

23  didn't even know that these letters were going 

24  to be used.  Sure they said that changing the 
25  flows might change the habitat, but very few 
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 1  real scientists are on board with this 

 2  biological opinion. 

 3       We have to learn to evaluate the 

 4  information that's out there, consider the 

 5  course source of the information and then 

 6  decide whether it makes common sense. 

 7   HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, 

 8  Captain Beacom. 

 9   MR. MOORE:  Don Jorgensen. 

10   MR. JORGENSEN:  Good morning, 

11  Colonel. 

12   HEARING OFFICER:  Not quite, just 

13  feels like it. 

14   MR. JORGENSEN:  I'm Don 

15  Jorgensen, I'm a stake holder from Jefferson, 

16  South Dakota, and I would like to talk a 

17  little bit about some of the common 

18  assumptions that are found in the RDEIS and 

19  some of the alternatives and including the 

20  final buyout opinion. 

21       The piping plover are listed as 

22  threatened, but there's a book out there, "The 

23  Birds of North America," written by the 

24  Audubon Society in 1917 and they list the 
25  piping plover as rare.  So why are we saying 
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 1  now that the operation of the Missouri River 

 2  is necessarily threatening the piping plover. 

 3   The least tern are termed endangered. 

 4  Again, the Audubon Society in 1917 states the 

 5  population was severely reduced by 1917 

 6  because excessive hunting on the east coast. 

 7  So once again, why is the Missouri River 

 8  management being held up as the villain and 

 9  the cause of this reduction in population. 

10   Pallid sturgeon are listed as endangered, 

11  but the question is do you have any real data 

12  to show that? 

13   Sir, I would like to go back, I'm sorry, 

14  because I haven't written these out, I've just 

15  got notes. 

16   In reference to the piping plover not 

17  only in 1917 Pearson said they were rare, the 

18  only data that are shown in the final 

19  biological opinion shows that the population 

20  is increasing.  The only quantitative data we 

21  have, yet we still say the operation of the 

22  Missouri River is being endangered.  I do not 

23  know if it is or isn't, but one thing I know 

24  for sure is there's not enough data to show 
25  that it is. 
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 1   Least tern's only quantitative data 

 2  showed that the population is stable.  That's 

 3  the only data there is.  And once again, it is 

 4  not proof that the management of the Missouri 

 5  River has caused this damage. 

 6   In reference to the pallid sturgeon, 

 7  there are no background data so we have very 

 8  little to compare to.  But there's no doubt 

 9  that there's been huge changes on the 

10  Missouri, there have been habitat changes. 

11  Everybody wants the betterment of these three 

12  species and other species, that's not the 

13  question. 

14   So what do we do about it?  Well, 

15  obviously, the one cure that comes up again 

16  and again is the spring flow, spring rise and 

17  the summer low flow.  And it's been listed so 

18  many times they have many, many negative 

19  environmental and economic impacts. 

20   The assumption is the spring rise will 

21  cue the sturgeon to spawn.  Well, as shown 

22  tonight by your own slides, the 21-day spring 

23  cue occurs about 30 percent of the time now in 

24  the lower river and there's no evidence that 
25  there are more pallid sturgeon.  Something's 
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 1  wrong, but we don't know what it is, but it 

 2  isn't the spring rise. 

 3       There was a study done by Purg (phonetic) 

 4  in 1981.  He studied the upper Missouri River 

 5  and the Marias.  This was a very revealing 

 6  study.  This study shows that spawning on the 

 7  Marias River, a major tributary, occurs after 

 8  the spring rise.  But it does occur at 65 

 9  degree Fahrenheit which is apparently the 

10  major temperature control and cue to 

11  spawning.  It does not show that the spring 

12  rise is the cue to spawning. 

13       A study by a gentleman named Lewis in 

14  1978 that dealt with spawning of the 

15  shovelnose sturgeon below Gavins Point dam and 

16  Vermillion, South Dakota.  That study resulted 

17  in -- he showed that the data from that study 

18  show that there is spawning of the pallid 

19  sturgeon in the Missouri, but there's not 

20  recruitment.  In addition, this spawning was 

21  occurring below Gavins Point Dam with no 

22  spring flow.  The point being, why are we 

23  asking for a spring flow that already the data 

24  show is not going to do the job.  Why are we 
25  even getting into this area, I'm not certain. 
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 1       Why is there no recruitment of the pallid 

 2  sturgeon?  Well, one of the reasons is there's 

 3  not adequate substrata.  Virtually everyone 

 4  who has studied the pallid and the shovelnose 

 5  knows that we have to have gravel and cobble 

 6  for the substrate for the spawning to occur. 

 7  Basically, below Fort Peck the Missouri 

 8  contains very little sand and gravel.  And 

 9  below Gavins Point, there's only sand and 

10  gravel for about the first four miles, and 

11  this is an area where there's intense 

12  competition from predator fish that have been 

13  introduced in the reservoir system above. 

14       Recently as part of the Corps studies, 

15  there was a study done on the fish and the 

16  physical habitat, and Gallat and others 

17  (phonetic) are the author.  And this data from 

18  this shows that basically there is no gravel 

19  between the mouth of the Missouri River to 

20  Fort Peck.  So this obviously is one of the 

21  reasons. 

22       One of the things you conclude from that 

23  is possibly that the sturgeons have not been 

24  successfully spawning in the Missouri River 
25  for a long time, possibly thousands of years. 
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 1  The major success has probably been incurred 

 2  by spawning in the tributaries. 

 3       There are other things that are causing 

 4  this, and these things were basically ignored 

 5  in the final biological opinion.  Support 

 6  fishing for the shovelnose sturgeon. 

 7   HEARING OFFICER:  Mr. Jogensen, 

 8  I'm sorry, I have to call your attention to 

 9  the time limit, but if you can wrap up in a 

10  couple of sentences for me, please. 

11   MR. JORGENSEN:  Sure. 

12  Conclusion, the spring rise is not required by 

13  the sturgeon, the spring rise will flood the 

14  tern and plover, habitat increase is needed. 

15  Finally, changes are desirable, but the spring 

16  rise and summer low flow are unsound both in 

17  environment and in economic sense. 

18   HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

19  Jorgensen. 

20   MR. JORGENSEN:  You're welcome. 

21   MR. MOORE:  Eileen McManus. 

22   MS. MCMANUS:  Hi, my name's 

23  Eileen McManus and I live and usually sleep at 

24  8200 Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri 64114. 
25       I'm a member of the Sierra Club and I 
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 1  chair the local Kansas City, Missouri 

 2  Conservation Committee. 

 3       I read the summary of the Missouri River 

 4  RDEIS that came out in August and I would 

 5  recommend it to our senators and 

 6  representative and anyone else who hasn't had 

 7  the chance to read it because we all need to 

 8  be on the same page and not inflate our own 

 9  personal or political agendas with rhetoric 

10  and/or misleading statements. 

11       I was impressed by many of the things in 

12  the summary and the first being the letter 

13  from Carl Strock, (phonetic) Brigadier 

14  General, U.S. Army Division Engineer.  He 

15  stated that this summary represents many years 

16  of effort by the Corps of Engineers, 

17  scientists, technical staff and technical 

18  experts of all levels of government.  That 

19  sounds like an impressive group of people to 

20  me. 

21       In the next sentence he says most 

22  importantly, the document incorporates the 

23  concerns expressed by watchful basin citizens 

24  who have participated throughout this lengthy 
25  process. 
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 1   I want to thank the Corps for taking the 

 2  time to have these public hearings and valuing 

 3  our input enough to consider in conjunction 

 4  with all the professional and technical 

 5  expertise that they already have. 

 6   Another thing Carl Strock stated was that 

 7  the Missouri River is a national treasure that 

 8  must be protected.  And the dams are national 

 9  investments that should serve the contemporary 

10  needs of the Missouri River basin and the 

11  nation.  I like that he picked the word 

12  contemporary, because it emphasizes the 

13  present needs and not just what the river has 

14  been managed for in the past. 

15   He points out that two shortcomings of 

16  the current water control plan that needs to 

17  be addressed are how it affects drought 

18  conditions and the Endangered Species Act. 

19   Several pages in the summary are devoted 

20  to features of six alternatives and impacts of 

21  these alternatives on the uses of the river. 

22   And on Page 28, there is the table that 

23  compares how the alternatives negatively or 

24  positively compare to the current water 
25  control plan. 

COVERING MISSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS  1-800-633-8289 



   94 

ROBERTS & ASSOCIATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR 

 1   I support the flexible flow plan or GP 

 2  2021 because these flow changes are 

 3  recommended by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 

 4  Service to avoid jeopardizing the continued 

 5  existence of the pallid sturgeon, interior 

 6  least tern and piping plover. 

 7   If you look at the chart, it provides the 

 8  most positive effect for wildlife habitat.  It 

 9  also provides the most negative effects for 

10  navigation.  This isn't surprising since the 

11  very thing that these species need, which is 

12  fluctuating water levels for spawning cues, 

13  shallow water in sand bars for nesting birds 

14  is exactly what channelization of the river 

15  between 1930 and 1950 got rid of. 

16   But again, what are the contemporary uses 

17  of the river?  What is most important now? 

18  When the river was channelized, the barge 

19  industry was forecasted to carry 20 million 

20  tons of cargo annually.  Today it carries less 

21  than 1.5 million tons.  It's only doing 8 

22  percent of the business that the river was 

23  originally channelized for. 

24   Although navigation is one use of the 
25  river, it literally doesn't carry the weight 
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 1  to jeopardizing endangered species. 

 2   I realize that there needs to be to a 

 3  compromise or balance on all the uses and 

 4  interests, but the flexible flow alternative 

 5  would only be implemented once every three 

 6  years.  And with the feature of adaptive 

 7  management, operational changes would only 

 8  occur during the right climatic conditions. 

 9   Such scientific management means spring 

10  flows wouldn't increase during possible 

11  flooding.  And it will be the Corps who has 

12  the expertise and the experience who will be 

13  making the decisions, who have the authority 

14  and flexibility to make the appropriate 

15  changes. 

16   In closing, I know that there are 

17  unwritten variables that will influence the 

18  preferred alternative as well.  My hope is 

19  that variables such as politics, big money, 

20  special minority interests and business as 

21  usual will not win out over the scientific 

22  facts which can be used as a guide in doing 

23  what's best economically and environmentally 

24  along the Missouri River. 
25   Thank you. 
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 1   HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Ms. 

 2  McManus. 

 3   MR. MOORE:  Greg Bryant. 

 4   (Not present.) 

 5   MR. MOORE:  Mark Schweizer. 

 6   MR. SCHWEIZER:  Good evening, my 

 7  name is Mark Schweizer, I'm with Amazonia Levy 

 8  and Grains District, Amazonia, Missouri. 

 9       I guess maybe I would like to speak on 

10  behalf of the levy district for a little bit 

11  and then personally for -- it could have 

12  effect on my own operation. 

13       I have approximately 6,000 acres in a 

14  levy district up here just north of you about 

15  six miles as part of the Pickslum (phonetic) 

16  Project when it was established.  We are 

17  opposed to any change in the operation of the 

18  river. 

19       We're usually running about a 15 -- 14, 

20  15 foot river in the spring right now.  We 

21  have a lot of problems with drainage the way 

22  the river is being operated right now. 

23  Another four foot on it would just devastate 

24  our operation as far as our drainage system 
25  and stuff up there.  We seem to have a lot 
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 1  more problem with increasing every year in the 

 2  last ten or fifteen years as far as the 

 3  drainage problems that we have due to 

 4  increased building and construction and paving 

 5  and stuff like that that doesn't soak up any 

 6  water it and comes off a lot faster, it all 

 7  comes to the river.  You add another four foot 

 8  to that it's going to make it impossible for 

 9  our drainage system to operate at all.  I 

10  would think that would kind of be a design 

11  problem or a design error in the Pickslum 

12  Projects in itself if you start changing that 

13  around and it will make it impossible for the 

14  levy district to operate that way.  Several 

15  levy districts have installed pumps already 

16  for the problems that we have right now, let 

17  alone putting another three to four foot on 

18  the river.  So we are opposed to the changes 

19  that you're proposing. 

20       On a personal note, my family farms about 

21  2,000 acres in two of the bottoms along the 

22  river here.  We cannot afford a crop loss 

23  every three years.  There's a potential, a 

24  very real potential of that.  Not possible 
25  potential, but a real potential of that. 
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 1  Commodity prices aren't very good to begin 

 2  with and, you know, we're still trying to 

 3  recover from the '93 flood.  We can't handle 

 4  one every three years.  So not only is it an 

 5  incumbrance to my family as far as an income 

 6  on those floods like that or the potential of 

 7  it, if we want to call it potential, looks to 

 8  me like it's a reality if we do it.  Put the 

 9  equity in my ground and stuff is going to go 

10  to practically nothing by the time we get a -- 

11  if it's not profitable for me to farm, it's 

12  not going to be profitable for somebody else 

13  to buy it, then my whole livelihood is gone 

14  not only as a potential to earn income, but my 

15  equity that I have in my ground and stuff will 

16  be gone for anything to try and do something 

17  else with along the way. 

18       Those are just my concerns, I'll be brief 

19  since it's late.  Thank you very much. 

20               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

21  Schweizer. 

22               MR. MOORE:  Roger Blaske. 

23               MR. BLASKE:  Won't take me long. 

24  I'm Roger Blaske, president of Blaske Marine, 
25  Inc., a barge and tow boat operator on the 
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 1  Missouri River, and I am not anti-environment, 

 2  but the Fish and Wildlife Services is stating 

 3  in their GP proposals is let's change the flow 

 4  in the Missouri River and see if that helps 

 5  the endangered species. 

 6       I believe we should improve habitat 

 7  through engineering and see if that works 

 8  rather than destroying an industry that is 

 9  environmentally friendly, produces employment 

10  and whose economic benefits are not fairly 

11  represented. 

12       The only proposed plan that can provide 

13  service for all the users and wildlife is the 

14  current water control plan with a sense of 

15  engineering and habitat restoration. 

16       Thank you. 

17               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 

18  Blaske. 

19               MR. MOORE:  Mike Smith. 

20 

21          (Whereupon Mr. Smith read a prepared 

22          statement, which is attached to the 

23          transcript.) 

24 
25               HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 
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 1  Smith. 

 2               MR. MOORE:  Melissa Blackley. 

 3               MS. BLACKLEY:  My name's Melissa 

 4  Blackley, I'm a member of the Ozark chapter of 

 5  the Sierra Club of Missouri and I'm also an 

 6  officer in the Thomas Hart Benton group of the 

 7  Sierra Club here in Kansas City. 

 8       The Missouri is a natural resource and 

 9  public resource, a natural flowing living 

10  resource for which many species are 

11  dependent.  Humankind is just beginning to 

12  realize our interdependency with all other 

13  creatures and natural processes.  As we have 

14  recognized our interdependence with the 

15  natural world, public priorities have 

16  changed. 

17       The Endangered Species Act is one way the 

18  public has expressed their recognition of a 

19  responsibility to preservation and coexisting 

20  in the natural world.  It's an expression of 

21  public priorities that must be considered in 

22  the management of the Missouri River. 

23       The Endangered Species Act is the law. 

24  And if Senator Bond and Representative Graves 
25  and other elected officials would like to 
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 1  change the law, they're in a good position to 

 2  do so.  In the meantime, I would expect that 

 3  we would support the law. 

 4       The flexible -- much has been debated 

 5  tonight about the cost of change to the flow 

 6  of the Missouri.  The only cost we're 

 7  discussing are economic costs.  What are the 

 8  long-term costs of loss of species and habitat 

 9  and natural places to our society and our 

10  world?  The flexible flow alternative is a 

11  reasoned approach incorporating sound science, 

12  I believe, to effect changes in the flow of 

13  the Missouri to responsibly include the public 

14  priorities of habitat restoration, species 

15  preservation and respect of natural 

16  processes. 

17       The flexible flow alternative is a 

18  compromise that re-evaluates the management of 

19  the Missouri River to balance all public 

20  priorities, not just the most vocal economic 

21  interests. 

22       I would like to thank the Corps for 

23  considering all public priorities in the 

24  management of the Missouri as a national 
25  public resource. 
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 1   Thank you. 

 2           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Miss 

 3  Blackley. 

 4           MR. MOORE:  Blake Hurst. 

 5           MR. HURST:  My name is Blake 

 6  Hurst, I'm a farmer from Weston, Missouri. 

 7  Ecstatic to be the Ramada cleaning crew to 

 8  this podium.  I wish to welcome you to the 

 9  State of Missouri.  It occurs to me as a long 

10  suffering Missouri football fan that this is 

11  the only time we have to bring a group of 

12  people in from Nebraska and beat on them for 

13  three hours, four hours. 

14   I'm speaking tonight from Missouri Farm 

15  Bureau, the state's largest general farm 

16  organization.  And again, I'm a farmer from 

17  Tarkio, Mexico, Missouri. 

18   The Farm Bureau strongly opposes the flow 

19  changes now being considered.  While we remain 

20  hopeful that a balance can be achieved with 

21  the exception of the current plan, any options 

22  are acceptable. 

23   Many people in this room have been 

24  involved in this issue since its inception. 
25  What started out as drought management has 
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 1  evolved into a referendum on the Endangered 

 2  Species Act, an opportunity to significantly 

 3  expand mitigation program and another piece of 

 4  the puzzle in eliminating river commerce 

 5  altogether. 

 6       Today, unfortunately, we find ourselves 

 7  arguing in several different states and 

 8  Congress and even courtrooms.  The U.S. Fish 

 9  and Wildlife Service cites the Endangered 

10  Species Act, that's the reason of its 

11  origination.  According to them, there is but 

12  one very skeptic way to avoid a jeopardy 

13  opinion.  The more we see it, it's hard to 

14  believe.  But I suppose it was hard to believe 

15  for those who lost their farms and irrigation 

16  water and in the irrigation district, too, but 

17  for now that's the law. 

18       But it is somewhat ironic that Congress 

19  has voted on several occasions in support of 

20  language of prohibiting the Corps from 

21  implementing a spring rise.  In fact, Congress 

22  has now said the Corps must maintain all 

23  authorized uses of the Missouri River.  The 

24  U.S. agriculture economy remains extremely 
25  weak.  The federal government has had to step 
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 1  in for four consecutive years with emergency 

 2  economic assistance. 

 3       The Bush administration has indicated 

 4  that we must be more involved in global 

 5  markets.  Missouri farmers already export 25 

 6  to 30 percent of our annual production.  We 

 7  need to be more competitive.  If that's the 

 8  case, shouldn't we be doing everything 

 9  possible to enhance river commerce not only on 

10  the Missouri, but other rivers such as the 

11  Mississippi.  Why are we even considering 

12  changes that would likely terminate navigation 

13  on the Missouri.  Our farmers already know the 

14  impact of higher flows in the spring.  Ask 

15  anyone who was flooded in '93 or '95 or even 

16  this spring.  The fact is we already have a 

17  spring rise and don't need or want man-made 

18  floods. 

19       Some officials talk about the need for 

20  adaptive management.  Like the old song, 

21  there's nothing more than nothing left to say, 

22  and we're concerned that this leaves little 

23  room for public input. 

24       In closing, Colonel, we're not opposed to 
25  any change, but let's focus on the real 
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 1  problem and consider all the alternatives.  We 

 2  believe there are alternatives that could 

 3  enhance the environment and habitat without 

 4  major system modifications, without massive 

 5  new land acquisition programs, without 

 6  significant increases in energy cost and 

 7  without controlled flooding.  For this reason, 

 8  we have no choice but to oppose alternates 

 9  currently under consideration. 

10       Thank you. 

11   HEARING OFFICER:  Thank, Mr. 

12  Hurst. 

13   MR. MOORE:  Omar Miller. 

14   (Not present.) 

15   MR. MOORE:  Greg Bryant. 

16   (Not Present.) 

17   HEARING OFFICER:  As much as I 

18  hate to ask this question, is there anyone 

19  else that would like to make a comment?  Come 

20  on up, sir. 

21   MR. HODGES:  I was wondering if I 

22  was going to get to be last.  My name is Greg 

23  Hodges, and actually I'm speaking for myself. 

24  Although I've served five times as the 
25  chairman to the agri-business community of the 
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 1  chamber, I'm a long-term boat club member and 

 2  a former Aggie.  I'm an instructor at Missouri 

 3  Western. 

 4   As I prepared my five minutes of 

 5  comments, my initial intent was to talk about 

 6  spring flooding and how low summer river 

 7  levels threaten pleasure boating on the lower 

 8  river and will be devastating to full season 

 9  navigation. 

10   After over 20 years boating this section 

11  of the river, I can confidently say that 

12  flooding does not give more sand bars, it just 

13  gives you muddy disgusting ones to pull your 

14  clean boat up on. 

15   Obviously, in times of drought changes 

16  are required, but a three-foot summer drop 

17  will make many ramps unusable, leave most 

18  docks high and dry.  Lake Contrary, which is a 

19  major recreational area for the county, will 

20  be little more than a mud hole once you drop 

21  the water table out from under it.  And I 

22  don't want to even get into the amount of 

23  damage it's going to do to the outboard units 

24  on these boats. 
25   I also started to say something about how 
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 1  unfortunate it was that these hearings were 

 2  scheduled during fall harvest and making it 

 3  difficult for rural folks to show up en mass 

 4  to protect their economic interests.  I could 

 5  talk about the demise of firms that build and 

 6  maintain Missouri flood control structures, 

 7  how the one remaining firm has only been hired 

 8  in recent years to tear down diversion dams. 

 9  I have a copy of that article if you would 

10  like it. 

11       I could have talked about all kinds of 

12  negative economic impacts of the proposed 

13  alternatives, loss of tax base, that is, damp 

14  bottom ground being taken out of production. 

15  As cropping seasons are shortened, loss of the 

16  barge as a shipping alternative for crops. 

17  And the low amount of barge traffic is really 

18  irrelevant, it's the fact that you have a 

19  threat of another source to ship those crops 

20  out that keeps the transportation rates in 

21  line and supports farm prices. 

22       Of course, there's the threats to the 

23  utility companies and their businesses that 

24  are dependent on reliable water supplies. 
25       I could take about how the logic behind 
COVERING MISSOURI - ST. JOSEPH TO ST. LOUIS  1-800-633-8289 



   108 

ROBERTS & ASSOCIATES BY TOM ROBERTS, RPR, CCR 

 1  spring and fall floods to promote the three 

 2  endangered species has more holes in it than 

 3  grandma's colander. 

 4   There are many ways to create new habitat 

 5  that are much more efficient than some of the 

 6  natural habitat that we've lost. 

 7   My concern is that the Corps has lost 

 8  sight of it's original charge to protect the 

 9  public from flooding and to promote river 

10  navigation. 

11   One final comment.  There seems to be a 

12  misconception that only folks above the dams 

13  use water for recreational boating.  The St. 

14  Joseph Yacht Club has nearly a hundred member 

15  families, the Watheena Club approximately 40, 

16  the Flat Head Fishing Club of St. Joseph about 

17  60, and add to that the hundreds of people 

18  that use public access at Nodaway Island and 

19  McArthur Drive.  The growth and recreational 

20  use over the past last ten years has just been 

21  phenomenal.  I'm adamantly opposed to the 

22  proposed changes. 

23   Thank you. 

24           HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you, Mr. 
25  Hodges. 
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 1       Would anyone else here this evening care 

 2  to make a comment? 

 3               (No response.) 

 4               HEARING OFFICER:  In closing, I 

 5  would like to remind you that the hearing 

 6  administrative record will be open to 28 

 7  February 2002 for anyone wishing to submit 

 8  written facts or electronic comments.  Also, 

 9  if you want to be on our mailing list or 

10  receive a copy of the transcript, you need to 

11  fill out one of the cards available at the 

12  table by the entrance. 

13       I want to thank all of you for your 

14  participation, for your patience, for your 

15  endurance.  I think it reflects the passion 

16  that you have in this issue, we understand 

17  that and we appreciate it. 

18       If there are no further comments, this 

19  hearing session is closed. 

20 

21          (Hearing concluded at 10:55 p.m.) 

22 

23 

24 
25 
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